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Writing tips from the top
Expert advice all year round, with thousands of invaluable contacts

“Read this book very 
carefully. Treasure it. 
Keep it beside you.”

RACHEL JOYCE

“Indispensable” 
WILLIAM BOYD

“Essential reading” 
KATE MOSSE

“A wonderful tool”
MARTINA COLE

www.writersandartists.co.uk

The bestselling and essential guides 
to becoming a published author

Acknowledged by the publishing industry, authors 
and would-be writers as the indispensable 

guides to the publishing world

Up-to-date listings and expert advice
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WELCOME TO THE 36TH UNIVERSITY OF 
WINCHESTER WRITERS’ FESTIVAL

Once again, it is my great pleasure to introduce the programme for the Winchester Writers’ 
Festival, this year taking place on 17-19 June. The Festival exists to bring creative writers 
together, offering support, guidance and opportunities to connect with award-winning 
authors and poets, literary agents and commissioning editors. Our 18 workshops and 28 
talks are shaped with diverse genres and audiences in mind, for those wanting to try 
something new, as well as refine and polish existing work. In addition, attendees may book 
up to four one-to-one appointments for an expert manuscript appraisal.

We are absolutely thrilled to welcome Meg Rosoff, multi-award winning author of novels for young 
adults, as our Keynote Speaker. Meg studied at Harvard and worked in advertising for fifteen years in 
New York and London before embarking on her writing career. Her first novel, How I Live Now, published 
in 2004, won the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, the Branford Boase and the Michael L Printz Award 
and was made into a major film starring Saoirse Ronan. Her other novels have also been recognised for 
their originality, wit, humanity and a voice that speaks to the reader ‘with a directness that goes like an 
arrow to the heart’ (The Times). Just In Case won the CILIP Carnegie Medal in 2007, while What I Was, The 
Bride’s Farewell and Picture Me Gone have all been shortlisted for major prizes. Meg Rosoff’s first novel for 
adults, Jonathan Unleashed, was published in February to international acclaim. Her Keynote Address, 
titled ‘What it means to have a voice and where to get one’, focuses on a fundamental concern for 
creative writers everywhere. She will undoubtedly inspire us all!

This year, around 65 literary agents, commissioning editors and established authors are generously 
offering their expertise to attendees. Look out for additional evening readings by Stephen Thompson, 
Tania Hershman and Helen Dennis - opportunities to listen and relax with a drink from the bar. We are 
also delighted to welcome Mark Byford as our Saturday after-dinner speaker. Mark, formerly Deputy 
Director General of the BBC, will speak about his moving account of two soldiers: A Name on a Wall: Two 
Men, Two Wars, Two Destinies. Find information about all our speakers at the back of the programme, plus 
information about their availability for one-to-one appointments.

Our eleven writing competitions are open to all, regardless of whether or not you attend the Festival. Do 
note an exciting new competition for 2016: Skylark Soaring Stories, open to writers of middle grade and 
young adult fiction, sponsored and adjudicated by Skylark Literary. We are enormously grateful to all our 
generous and committed adjudicators and sponsors.

If you are aged 18-25, consider applying to our Festival Scholarship Scheme for a free place at the 
Festival. Writers of any age may also apply for a £50 bursary to help with costs. For more details and all 
other information, including how to book, please visit www.writersfestival.co.uk.

Finally, I would like to thank our hard-working volunteers and student hosts, along with all our speakers, 
sponsors, advertisers, exhibitors, Conferences staff and special guests who support the Festival with 
such unfailing enthusiasm.

Please join us and become part of the Festival’s warm and dynamic community of writers in 2016. We 
look forward to welcoming you!

Judith Heneghan 
Festival Director

For enquiries, email Events Manager Sara Gangai 
Sara.Gangai@winchester.ac.uk 
Telephone: 01962 826367
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FRIDAY 17 JUNE

MASTERS’ COURSES 9.30-16.00

Most of these one-day courses are designed 
for writers who want to refine existing work 
and prepare it for submission or publication. 
Please read the descriptions carefully to 
ensure that you choose the right one for you.

THE SHAPE OF YOUR NOVEL: STRUCTURE 
AND PLOT BOOT CAMP
Shelley Harris
Booking Code MC01
You may have captivating characters and 
brilliant ideas, but to really grip readers you need 
a plot that compels them onwards. Whatever 
sort of novel you’re writing, this course gives you 
the tools to make those key plotting decisions. 
We’ll be looking at key questions: how do you 
order events in your novel? What’s the best way 
to tease a reader with enigmas? What makes 
for a great scene or a powerful first page? You’ll 
leave with a toolkit of approaches to structure 
and plot, and a range of tips to put into action. 
Until you’ve nailed structure, all you have is a 
good idea. This course shows you how to turn 
that good idea into a great story.

INSPIRING YOUR READERS: SECRET 
WEAPONS FOR FANTASY WRITERS
Jasper Fforde
Booking Code MC02
Were you bowled over by Roy Batty’s soliloquy 
in Blade Runner? Do you get shivers looking at a 
Caravaggio, or cry with laughter every time you 
read the ‘high dive’ sequence in The Thunderbolt 
Kid? As writers, we strive to inspire, through our 
characters, our prose, our originality. But how 
do you find inspiration yourself? Join fantasy 
writer Jasper Fforde to discuss what fascinates 
you about the world, and how you can bring it 
into your writing. Bring something that inspires 
you: a paragraph from a book, an overheard 
exchange, a picture, a joke, a snippet of verse - 
something we can discuss and distil. This course 
is for those currently writing fantasy of any kind. 
You’ll look at ways to refine world building, 
story structure, characterisation and the unique 
aspects of your take on fantasy. Expect some 
writing exercises, a robust back and forth, and 
an opportunity to polish your pitch. Come away 
with a more sparkly look at what makes us the 
finest storytellers in the known universe!

WRITING LIFE
Paul Dodgson
Booking Code MC03
The market for memoir is booming, with scores 
of self-published works and books by traditional 
publishers emerging every month. So what 
does it take to tell your story effectively and 
what can you do to make your life writing stand 
out? In this workshop we will examine extracts 
from memoirs and discuss style, tone and voice. 
We will also consider the structure of full-length 
memoirs and the complicated relationship 
between storytelling and the truth. There will 
be exercises to put what you are learning into 
practice, and work will be shared in a mutually 
supportive atmosphere. If you think you have a 
tale to tell then come and explore how to write 
the story of your life.

GOING PUBLIC: PROMOTION AND 
PERFORMANCE FOR WRITERS
Ali Sparkes and Kate Firth
Booking Code MC04
Morning session: Then I’ll begin: lift your 
words off the page with Kate Firth
This practical session will build your skill and 
confidence when reading aloud in public. We 
will look at the relationship between body, 
posture, breathing and voice, projection, 
presence and clarity of diction. We’ll also work 
on how to find the vocal energy, pacing, pauses 
and vocal range needed to give life to your 
work. We’ll look at the impact of speech sounds, 
syntax and sentence structure as well as how 
the language you use determines what the 
text demands of your voice, so that rather than 
impose your own vocal habits onto the text, you 
let your text speak through you.

Afternoon session: The Art of Tart with Ali 
Sparkes
You may have just written the next Man Booker 
Prize winner but since when was raw talent 
enough? Self-confessed media tart Ali Sparkes 
explains why writing something brilliant is only 
the start. You have to get out there and sell it – 
to an agent, to a publisher and then, the world 
at large. DON’T PANIC - you can do it. Ali will 
show you how to manage the media, find the 
newsworthy angle, get yourself interviewed and 
create a buzz around your book.
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CRIME WRITING, FROM SLAYING TO 
SOLUTION
Simon Hall
Booking Code MC05
During this master course we’ll look at how to: 
attract a publisher’s interest from the very start 
of your story, with a compelling title, opening 
words, and your all-important authorial voice; 
feed in alluring hooks that keep a reader 
wanting to turn the pages; spring surprises 
in your story, and create the believable and 
memorable twists which are vital in crime; 
forge vivid and living characters, both good and 
bad, by delving into the hidden depths of an 
imaginary person; create convincing, ominous 
and oppressive settings using the input of 
senses which can often be overlooked; give your 
work a distinctive angle and appeal in the highly 
competitive crime market.

POLISHED TO PERFECTION
Adrienne Dines
Booking Code MC06
Has the story you’ve tried to tell been told as 
well as possible? Have the characters become 
the people they were destined to be? Is the 
ending you’ve written the conclusion the story 
needed? Does your novel work? In this master 
course on polishing your manuscript you will 
learn to: consider the role of every tightly-written 
scene; ensure that characters earn their page-
space and that your writing voice is distinctive 
and recognisable; understand the distinction 
between what happens in your story and what 
it is about, in readiness for your successful pitch; 
apply tips for successful editing. This course is for 
those with a complete draft to polish to the point 
of submission.

THE PERFECT PITCH: HOW TO PITCH 
YOUR BOOK AND FIND AN AGENT
Madeleine Milburn
Booking Code MC07
The goal of this course is to create the perfect 
covering letter to grab the attention of a top 
literary agent. Using case studies and examples of 
successful and unsuccessful submissions, we will 
clarify the genre in which you are writing, create 
the perfect ‘pitch’ and learn the techniques to 
make your manuscript stand out from the crowd. 
This session will ensure that you go home with a 
strong understanding of what an agent looks for, 
a pitch for your novel which you will discuss with 
the group, and a clear understanding of the three 
things you need to entice an agent and make 
sure your submission goes straight to the top.

FOCUSING THE MIDDLE GRADE 
MANUSCRIPT
Beverley Birch and Helen Dennis
Booking Code MC08
This master course will help writers of middle 
grade fiction achieve clear focus, maximise 
story potential  and polish their manuscripts 
for submission. Helen met her editor Beverley 
at the Winchester’s Writers’ Festival. So began a 
working relationship over six books published 
by Hodder Childrens’ Books. Beverley will 
focus on clarifying proposals and the writing 
objectives, and Helen on making sure obstacles 
are overcome. Delegates will: achieve clear 
understanding of middle-grade versus other 
age focus; develop understanding of what 
an editor/agent needs to assess your work; 
understand how your story idea fits into the 
current book market; know what steps to take to 
ensure your work is ready for submission.

BEAT THE SLUSHPILE
Sallyanne Sweeney
Booking Code MC09
You’ve written your book, but how will you 
ensure it gets the attention of agents? This 
course will cover how to write a winning 
query letter, synopsis and pitch, along with 
an overview of the publishing industry and 
the opportunity to ask an agent anything 
you’ve ever wanted to know. With group and 
individual exercises throughout the day, and 
detailed feedback on each participant’s material, 
delegates will leave armed with everything 
they need to ensure a stand-out submission. 
Participants are asked to send their query letters 
ahead of time and to come with their synopses 
and pitches.

HOW TO WRITE AN AWARD-WINNING YA 
NOVEL
Sarah Mussi
Booking Code MC10
Every publisher is looking for that award-
winning debut novel - a novel that strikes an 
instant chord of ‘Oh, yes!’ in the reader. This 
master course focuses on how to create a 
buzz in the industry. Together we will: navigate 
our way through a minefield of concepts, 
deciding which have award-winning potential, 
and how we can acquire that potential in our 
own projects; examine structure and ways to 
maximize organisational impact through plot 
and viewpoint; examine voice, and learn how 
best to harness its emotional force.
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FRIDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

LITERARY TALKS - 19.45-20.30

STEPHEN THOMPSON WITH KASS BOUCHER
Stephen Thompson reads from his latest novel about the 7/7 bombings, No More Heroes, and discusses 
his approach to writing with Creative Writing Lecturer Kass Boucher in an informal setting with 
audience Q&A.

HELEN DENNIS
Carnegie-nominated children’s author Helen Dennis (H L Dennis) reads from the first novel in her new 
series, Genesis: River of Ink and answers your questions about meeting her first editor Beverley Birch at 
Winchester Writers’ Festival, working with others in the world of publishing, and writing series adventure 
full of plot twists and mystery to keep her readers guessing.

EDITOR AND AGENT PANEL – 20.45-21.15

Bring your questions for our panel of experts with a focus on contemporary issues and future publishing 
trends and developments.

OPEN MIC READINGS – 21.30-23.00

Speakers, delegates and members of the public are invited to read excerpts from their published or 
unpublished short stories, novels, poems or plays in the Terrace Lounge, next to the Terrace Bar. Five 
minutes per reader! 
Sign up on the night.

SATURDAY 18 JUNE

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

09.00-10.00 STRIPE AUDITORIUM
Special guest Meg Rosoff delivers this year’s Keynote Address, titled  ‘What it means to have a voice and 
how to get one.’ Her address will be followed by questions from the audience and a book signing.
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SATURDAY TALK #1

10.30-11.30

CHILDREN’S PUBLISHING: STAYING 
AFLOAT IN THE CROSS-CURRENTS
Beverley Birch
Booking code ST01
Publishers: buffeted by change in the digital age, 
risk averse. Authors: struggling to double-guess 
what publishers want. Can authors navigate 
this? How?

FROM FESTIVAL TO FIRST PUBLICATION
Becky Bagnell and Sue Wallman
Booking code ST02
Literary agent Becky Bagnell and debut author 
Sue Wallman talk about the unpublished 
author’s journey from that crucial one-to-one 
with an agent, through to getting your first 
publishing deal.

CROSSING CONTINENTS
Jessie Botterill
Booking code ST03
Will what works in Manchester translate to 
Manchuria? Jessie Botterill explains what global 
potential means for unpublished authors, and 
how they can use it to their advantage.

AVOIDING THE SLUSH PILE
Simon Hall
Booking code ST04
A quick-fire hour of tips to help avoid the slush 
pile, and instead give your writing a distinctive 
appeal to agents and publishers.

HOW TO PERFECT YOUR SUBMISSION
Scott Pack – Two Hour Talk
Booking code ST05
Publisher Scott Pack offers straight-talking 
advice on how to avoid the classic submission 
mistakes and ensure your work gets noticed. 
Note: this talk lasts for two hours.

THE JOURNEY TO HAPPY EVER AFTER…
Anna Boatman
Booking code ST06
Step away from the formula: Editorial Director 
Anna Boatman gives her tips on how to write a 
stand-out romance from beginning to end.

PICTURES ARE BETTER ON THE RADIO
Paul Dodgson
Booking code ST07
How is radio drama commissioned and 
written? What happens in the studio? What 
opportunities exist for new writing? And are 
pictures better on the radio?

HOW TO BOOK FOR THE FESTIVAL
To book, please go to www.writersfestival.co.uk and click on the link for FESTIVAL REGISTRATION. 
Please book early to secure a place. One-to-One appointments fill quickly.

For Booking and Full Terms and Conditions go to the Festival page of

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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SATURDAY TALK #2

11.40-12.40

THE HEART OF THE MATTER
Sarah Lean
Booking code ST08
How does a writer engage the reader’s feelings 
and create meaningful stories? Best-selling 
children’s author Sarah Lean explores emotional 
content in children’s fiction.

YOU’VE WRITTEN YOUR PICTURE BOOK – 
WHAT NEXT?
Barry Timms
Booking code ST09
Don’t flounder now the first draft is done. Find 
out how to self-edit your picture book, pitch to a 
publisher and navigate the key pitfalls.

WHODUNNIT: HOW IT’S DONE
Linda Bennett
Booking code ST10
Linda Bennett shares advice, tips and examples 
from her experiences both as Commissioning 
Editor for crime fiction at Salt Publishing and as 
an author of crime novels herself. For writers of 
crime, thrillers and mystery novels.

ODESAMONEY
Nick MacKinnon
Booking code ST11
What are poetry judges looking for? Nick 
MacKinnon, winner of the 2013 Forward Prize for 
Best Single Poem, reveals the secrets for winning 
a four-figure poetry prize.

‘READER, I MARRIED HIM’: HOW TO MAKE 
YOUR CHARACTERS’ RELATIONSHIPS 
WORK
Claire Dyer
Booking code ST12
Relationships in fiction can be complicated 
things! Claire examines what makes good 
‘relationship fiction’ and gives you the tools to 
make your own fictional relationships work.

RAINBOW WRITING
Paul Bryers
Booking code ST13
A hands-on hour on how to structure a novel - 
and make it fun - by turning your narrative arc 
into a rainbow of arcs that represent the writer, 
the reader, and the people of the book.

WRITING ROOM

10.00-18.30
St. Alphege Building
Drop in to our Writing Room for a quiet place in which to write or immerse yourself in one of our writing 
challenges. You will find props, photographs and a hand-out to inspire and guide you.
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SATURDAY TALK #3

14.00-15.00

WHAT ON EARTH IS YA?
Stefan Mohamed
Booking code ST14
Stefan Mohamed didn’t realise that he had 
written a YA novel until publishers started telling 
him that he had. In this talk, he explores what 
“YA” seems to mean to others, what it means 
to him and how exactly one might approach 
writing it.

MEET THE TEAM
Gill McLay
Booking code ST15
Gill draws on 20 years’ experience in publishing 
to help new authors understand the industry, 
their new publishing and marketing team and 
how it all works. Be the perfect author.

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD: HOW 
TO HOOK AGENTS, PUBLISHERS AND 
READERS
Alysoun Owen
Booking code ST16
What makes one book stand out from another? 
How can you promote and sell your idea or 
manuscript to agents, publishers and readers? 
This session will consider how best to engage 
your ‘market’. The advice is relevant for the 
agent-publisher and self-publishing routes.

THE TIME TRAVELLER’S KNIFE
Paul Bryers
Booking code ST17
Historical fiction transports the reader into 
different worlds and different times. This is the 
joy of writing and researching a historical novel - 
but you have to know what to leave out. Tips on 
how to use your research to write compelling 
fiction.

BLOGGING 101 FOR WRITERS
Ellie Warren
Booking code ST18
To blog or not to blog? What’s the right platform 
for you and what do you hope to get out of it? 
This talk will cover the basics of getting started 
with an online presence for yourself and your 
books.

THE BEAUTY OF BREVITY
Tania Hershman
Booking code ST19
Tania discusses the joys of short story writing, 
everything that a short story can be, and where 
to send your own short stories with a view to 
publication.

WRITING THE DARKNESS
Rebecca Alexander
Booking code ST20
Draw on the deepest colours in your 
psychological paintbox to write the darkness in 
character, setting and story for all forms of crime, 
fantasy and horror fiction.
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SATURDAY TALK #4

15.45-16.45

DEVELOPING READERS: AN EDITOR’S 
VIEW
Ruth Bennett
Booking code ST21
Ruth Bennett from Stripes (Little Tiger Group) 
looks at different approaches to creating young 
fiction and hooking newly independent readers.

THINK YOU’RE READY TO SUBMIT TO AN 
AGENT? THINK AGAIN!
Jenny Savill
Booking code ST22
Literary Agent Jenny Savill talks you through 
her wish list of things to check before pressing 
SEND. Also useful for authors needing to cut 
their word count.

MAGICAL WRITING – GENRE FICTION 
EXPLAINED
John Berlyne
Booking code ST23
Science fiction and fantasy fills our screens, 
bookshelves and imaginations. But how do you 
write it well? Literary Agent John Berlyne shares 
market trends and what he values in a novel.

SELF-EDITING BEFORE SUBMISSION
Lorna Fergusson
Booking code ST24
You’ve got it written – now get it right! Lorna 
provides an expert summary of the crucial 
techniques for revising and polishing your 
manuscript before submission.

TWITTER FOR WRITERS
Claire Fuller
Booking code ST25
Discover how to use Twitter to connect with 
other writers, promote your work, carry out 
research for your next novel and have fun. Tips 
and tricks for all tweeters, from first-timers to the 
more experienced.

THE DOOR TO IDEAS
Judy Waite
Booking code ST26
An interactive session using image and 
visualisation to evolve characters and establish 
settings, triggering potential stories for an 
age range of 7 years to 700 years - if your 
imagination can stretch that far!

BECOME AN AUTHOR-PUBLISHER!
Eden Sharp
Booking code ST27
What you need to know to publish 
independently and why you should. Tips on 
using an editor, how best to market your work 
and expand your sales.

HOW TO BOOK FOR THE FESTIVAL
To book, please go to www.writersfestival.co.uk and click on the link for FESTIVAL REGISTRATION. 
Please book early to secure a place. One-to-One appointments fill quickly.

For Booking and Full Terms and Conditions go to the Festival page of

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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SATURDAY EVENING EVENTS

OPEN FORUM WRITERS’ SURGERY WITH JANE WENHAM-JONES

17.00-18.00
St. Alphege Building
Drop in for help and advice on any aspect of the writing/submission process. Bring your problems, 
queries and discussion topics to this informal group question-and-answer session where Writing 
Magazine’s agony aunt, Jane Wenham-Jones, will do her best to advise.

FESTIVAL READING

Tania Hershman
17.00-18.00
St. Alphege Building or the Stripe courtyard if the weather is fine!
Join Tania, author of three eclectic and witty collections, for an hour of sharp and often poignant flash 
fiction and poetry. Ask her about getting published, performing her work, judging the Bridport Flash 
Fiction Prize and curating ShortStops – a website for short story writers.

WRITING ROOM

10.00-18.30
St. Alphege Building
Drop in to our Writing Room for a quiet place in which to write or immerse yourself in one of our writing 
challenges. You will find props, photographs and a hand-out to inspire and guide you.

COMPETITION WINNERS ANNOUNCED – FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

18.30-19.15
The Terrace Bar Lounge

SATURDAY FESTIVAL DINNER

19.30-21.30
Dress up or dress down for a celebratory three-course dinner with wine, then sit back and relax while 
our After Dinner Speaker, Mark Byford, former Deputy Director General of the BBC, reveals some of the 
stories behind his book A Name on a Wall: Two Men, Two Wars, Two Destinies.
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SUNDAY 19 JUNE

SUNDAY WORKSHOPS 9.30-15.30

Most of the Sunday workshops are geared 
toward writers in the early stages of 
a writing project or who are seeking 
inspiration and new ideas.

PICTURE BOOK MAGIC
Andrew Weale
Booking Code WS01
Writing for the younger age groups is 
challenging but incredibly rewarding. In this 
beginners’ workshop with award-winning 
picture book author Andrew Weale, you will 
discover what makes picture book magic and 
develop ideas for your own story in a warm and 
supportive environment. You might even find 
yourself writing in verse!

The aims of this introductory workshop are 
to inspire you with the magic of picture book 
writing and to open your eyes to the elements 
that make a picture book … magical.

SCRIPTING YOUR STORY
Julian Unthank
Booking Code WS02
“Screenplays are structure.” - William Goldman

Do you have an idea for a movie, play or a 
novel, but don’t feel confident with structure? 
Screenwriters have to produce material of 
specific length, page count and sometimes even 
word count. To do this a screenwriter must have 
a deep understanding of screenplay structure 
BEFORE they begin their script. Confidence with 
structure is a key skill for novelists as well as 
screenwriters.

Participants will spend the morning discussing 
key elements of structure and considering 
different story-generating techniques. After 
lunch, participants will work these ideas up into 
Story Beat Sheets to use as templates for their 
own screenplay, script or novel.

IMAGINE THAT! FICTION FOR CHILDREN
Judy Waite and Judith Heneghan
Booking Code WS03
Whether you are writing real-world stories, 
fantasy or a narrative that travels between the 
two, this all-day workshop offers five distinct 
sessions in which you will experiment with 
the key building blocks of fiction and begin to 
develop a story to captivate and intrigue young 
readers between the ages of 7 and 14.

Session one: Judy – Create a character
Session two: Judith – Create a setting
Session three: Judy – What’s the problem? 
Conflict and obstacle.
Session four: Judith – On your way – the 
journey to the end.
Session five: Judy – Q&A/sharing ideas. Where 
do you go from here?

LET YOUR CHARACTERS SPEAK
Stephen Thompson
Booking Code WS04
Dialogue goes to the very heart of 
characterisation. No two people sound the same 
and it is through dialogue that characters really 
come alive. However, writing great dialogue 
isn’t just about having a good ear for everyday 
speech. You need to know how and when to 
use it, attribute it and how to write dialogue 
that operates on different levels. Novelist and 
creative writing lecturer Stephen Thompson will 
get you talking, listening to and recording each 
other in order to consider and overcome the 
challenges of writing ‘realistic’ dialogue. Through 
short exercises, attendees will practise using 
dialogue as the main story-telling device; one 
that moves a story forward, reveals character 
and even creates a sense of place.

By the end of this workshop, you will have 
practised the skills and acquired the confidence 
to write dialogue that makes your characters 
‘leap off the page’.
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CHARACTER BUILDING
Lorna Fergusson
Booking Code WS05
This inspiring workshop will help you develop 
vibrant fictional characters, whether they have 
major or minor parts to play. However clever 
your plotting, however beautiful your style, your 
story will not work if readers don’t feel they care 
about your characters and what happens to 
them. We’ll examine how to bring characters to 
convincing life. Writing exercises will help you 
learn about degrees of characterisation, how 
to imagine and develop characters through 
external attributes and how to add depth by 
creating a sense of characters’ inner lives.

FANTASY: MAGIC TO BELIEVE IN
Rebecca Alexander
Booking Code WS06
Whether writing about a curse, a haunting or 
guardian angels, the challenge of writing fantasy 
is to convince the reader that it’s plausible. This 
workshop will look at how belief systems, classic 
fantasy stories and established history can 
build into believable fiction with a fantasy twist. 
Starting with urban myths and fairy stories, we 
will look at how setting and character develops 
mood, creating expectation. Bring an idea or a 
character with you to work on throughout the 
day. We will look at building tension, directing 
and misdirecting the reader to help them 
discover the ending for themselves.

SEEKING YOUR SUBJECT
Robyn Bolam
Booking Code WS07
‘Every poet has a subject and mine’s survival’ - 
from ‘Through-lines’, New Wings

Whatever your subject matter, Robyn will help 
you to explore, shape and craft it into poetry 
through a variety of workshop techniques. 
Beginning with ideas of survival - whether 
drawn from the natural world, communities, 
ways of life, or individual people and 
relationships - you will work your way towards 
identifying the topic that is most important to 
you and will explore the most effective ways 
of expressing this through poetry. Experienced 
writers and beginners are welcome.
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FESTIVAL SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
AND ONE-TO-ONE AVAILABILITY
Writers with partial or completed 
manuscripts are welcome to apply on the 
application form for 15-minute one-to-one 
appointments with specialists who will 
offer constructive criticism on work-in-
progress, discuss publishing/marketing 
possibilities and give advice on writing 
difficulties. Please carefully read each 
biography, consider what each speaker is or 
is not looking for, and research their website 
before deciding who you’d like to meet.

REBECCA ALEXANDER
Author
Rebecca is a novelist writing 
historical and contemporary fantasy 
for Del Rey UK and Broadway 
Books US. Her first novel in a trilogy, 

written for an MA at Winchester, was a runner 
up for a literary prize and was published as The 
Secrets of Life and Death. The Secrets of Blood and 
Bone is out now, and The Secrets of Time and Fate 
publishes in 2016. She is currently writing a 
psychological thriller.

BECKY BAGNELL
Literary Agent, Lindsay Literary Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please submit a covering letter, a 
single-page synopsis and the first 

1500 words.

Looking for picture book texts up to young 
adult fiction. Not interested in adult fiction or 
non-fiction.

Becky set up the Lindsay Literary Agency in 
2008 having worked as a commissioning editor 
for Macmillan. The agency represents a wide 
range of award-winning authors including Sam 
Gayton, Ruth Hatfield and Pamela Butchart 
(whom she met at the 2011 Winchester Writers’ 
Festival). Becky has a particular interest in 
discovering new children’s writing talent from 
picture book texts up to young adult fiction. 
www.lindsayliteraryagency.co.uk/

DIANA BEAUMONT
Literary Agent, United Talent Agency
Friday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first three chapters.

Looking for crime: thrillers, psychological 
suspense, police procedural with attitude; 
intelligent women’s commercial fiction and 
accessible literary fiction with a strong hook; 
memoir; feminism; lifestyle. Not looking for sport, 
fantasy and children’s (excluding Young Adult).

Diana started agenting with Rupert Heath 
Literary Agency in 2011 and joined United Talent 
Agency in 2015. Prior to this she was a senior 
commissioning editor at Transworld where she 
published numerous bestselling authors, after 
studying English at Oxford. Diana was chosen as 
one of The Bookseller’s Rising Stars of 2012. She 
has given Guardian Masterclasses on getting 
published and regularly speaks at workshops 
and festivals for writers. 
www.unitedtalent.com

LORELLA BELLI
Literary Agent, Lorella Belli Literary Agency 
(LBLA)
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please send cover letter, synopsis, 
initial two chapters for fiction; cover 

letter, proposal, one chapter for nonfiction.

Looking for commercial general and literary 
fiction, YA, mainstream non-fiction, crime, 
historical, books which have international 
appeal. Not looking for SF, fantasy, horror, poetry, 
children’s or specialist non-fiction subjects.

Lorella set up her literary and management 
agency in London’s Notting Hill Gate in 2002. 
She represents bestselling, award-winning, 
self-published and debut authors of fiction 
and non-fiction, and is particularly interested 
in books with a multi-cultural perspective and 
a genuine potential to sell internationally. Her 
agency has a network of co-agents worldwide; 
they also partner up with various American and 
film/TV agencies, so that clients are effectively 
represented in all media and territories. www.
lorellabelliagency.com
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LINDA BENNETT
Director and commissioning editor, Salt 
Publishing
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please submit cover letter, synopsis 

and first chapter.

Looking for ‘literary’ crime fiction, edgy literary 
fiction. Not interested in SF or fantasy.

A note about the synopsis: this should NOT 
be a chapter-by-chapter précis of the book. It 
should not be more than 5 pages long, shorter 
if possible. The first 3-4 pages should consist 
of a resume of the plot and descriptions of key 
characters and their motivations, along with any 
other points that make your book special. The 
final page should consist of a series of bullet 
points that state clearly what type of reader the 
book is aimed at, why you want to be published 
by Salt, and what you think its key selling 
features will be.

Linda has worked in bookselling and publishing 
since 1978 and has been a director of Salt 
Publishing since 2004. She also writes crime 
fiction under the pseudonym Christina James. 
She has been a Salt editor for five years and is 
deeply involved in encouraging and promoting 
all the authors on Salt’s list. She runs writers’ 
workshops and is a frequent speaker at literary 
events and festivals. www.saltpublishing.com

RUTH BENNETT
Senior Commissioning Editor, Stripes, fiction 
imprint of Little Tiger Group
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, single-
page synopsis and first chapter. 

Fiction for ages 6 to teen.

Ruth is always looking for new talent for the 
Stripes list, and is particularly interested in 
commissioning highly original and commercial 
fiction for middle-grade readers. Not interested 
in picture books or non-fiction.

Ruth is Senior Editor for Stripes, fiction imprint 
of Little Tiger Group. Stripes specialise in bright 
and appealing books for young readers aged 6 
to teen, from Holly Webb’s best-selling animal 
stories to delicious teen romance from Katy 
Cannon, and plenty in between. littletiger.co.uk/
stripes-publishing

JOHN BERLYNE
Director and Literary Agent, Zeno Agency 
Ltd
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first fifteen pages.

Looking for mainstream commercial fiction 
with genre leanings, conventional high 
quality science fiction, fantasy, horror and all 
permutations thereof. Not interested in novels 
below 90k words and any material not fulfilling 
the above criteria.

John is the director of Zeno Agency Ltd, a 
London-based literary agency specialising in 
science fiction, fantasy and horror. The agency 
represents a top-drawer range of genre authors, 
both as primary agent and in association with a 
number of well-known agencies abroad. Their 
list comprises major brand-names, high profile 
award winners, talented début authors and 
prestigious literary estates. For further details see 
www.zenagency.com

BEVERLEY BIRCH
Children’s author and editor
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Editorial feedback on writing for 8+ 
to teenage readership. Send a short 

synopsis and/or sample writing - 2000 words 
maximum of writing. No picture books.

Beverley is both author and editor. She writes 
picture books, novels, biographies, retellings 
of classics and folktales, collaborations with 
photographer Nick Birch, and has been 
nominated for the Carnegie medal and 
shortlisted for awards here and abroad. As editor, 
she was three times shortlisted for the Branford 
Boase Award for nurturing new talent. Until 
early 2013 she commissioned fiction at Hodder 
Children’s Books; she now works with new writers 
in Imogen Cooper’s Golden Egg Academy and 
provides consultancy for publishers.

ANNA BOATMAN
Editorial Director, Piatkus
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a synopsis and first 
three chapters.

Looking for women’s fiction of all kinds, with 
particular expertise in romance. Not interested 
in nonfiction or children’s fiction.
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Anna began her career around eight years ago 
with Harlequin Mills & Boon, editing romance 
and eventually publishing women’s fiction, 
romantic comedy and running the erotica line 
for M&B. In 2013, she moved to Little, Brown 
to take on the role of Senior Editor of Piatkus 
Fiction, and is now Editorial Director of the 
imprint, with responsibility for acquiring the 
bulk of the fiction list. They specialise in very 
commercial women’s fiction of all kinds, with 
many of their biggest names being Sunday Times 
and NYT bestsellers. These include stars of the 
supernatural or paranormal genre (JR Ward, 
Christine Feehan, Jayne Ann Krentz), historical 
fiction (Julia Quinn, Charlotte Betts, Eloisa 
James), contemporary romance (Samantha 
Young and K Bromberg) and women’s fiction 
(Barbara Delinsky). 
www.littlebrown.co.uk

ROBYN BOLAM
Poet
Robyn’s three acclaimed poetry 
collections, published by Bloodaxe, 
are The Peepshow Girl (1989), Raiding 
the Borders (1996), and New Wings: 

Poems 1977-2007, which was a Poetry Book 
Society Recommendation. She is the editor of 
Eliza’s Babes. four centuries of women’s poetry in 
English (Bloodaxe, 2005) and regularly reviews 
contemporary poetry. Robyn has given readings 
throughout Britain and across the world. She is 
currently completing a new collection of poems, 
Hyem. www.robynbolam.com

JESSIE BOTTERILL
Literary Agent, Janklow and Nesbit
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first chapter.

Looking for crime, psychological thrillers, 
commercial women’s fiction, young adult, 
middle-grade and accessible literary fiction, and 
nonfiction.

An agent at Janklow & Nesbit for the last 
three years, Jessie is on the hunt for stand-
out voices and original storytelling to 
expand her list. The books she loves have 
clever plots, ingenious hooks and always, 
always, a compelling protagonist with an 
unforgettable voice. For nonfiction, she is 
looking for exceptional personalities with a clear 
message; from chefs, bloggers, campaigners 

and athletes, to journalists and those who 
have been to extremes and back again. www.
janklowandnesbit.co.uk

PAUL BRYERS
Author and docudramatist
Paul has produced, written and 
directed many historical dramas 
and docudramas for the BBC and 
Channel Four in the UK and PBS, 

Discovery and The Learning Channel in the 
USA, several of which have won major awards. 
Writing as Seth Hunter, he is the author of a 
series of historical novels for Headline Review 
and is currently writing an epic of the American 
Civil War - based in Liverpool.

KATE BURKE
Literary Agent, Diane Banks Associates
Friday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, short 
synopsis and first three chapters.

Looking for fiction of all genres – commercial 
and/or upmarket women’s, saga, historical, 
crime and thrillers. No sci-fi, fantasy or children’s.

Before becoming an agent, Kate was a fiction 
editor for ten years at Penguin, HarperCollins 
and Random House and published several 
bestselling authors. She jumped ship in order to 
find undiscovered talent and now represents a 
variety of writers, mainly across the commercial 
women’s fiction, historical and crime/thriller 
genres. Given her editorial experience, she 
works very closely with her authors, shaping 
their manuscripts until they are ready to be 
submitted to publishers. www.dianebanks.co.uk

MARK BYFORD
Author
Mark Byford was born in Castleford, 
West Yorkshire in 1958. He was the 
BBC Deputy Director General and 
Head of Journalism from 2004 to 

2011. An award-winning journalist and editor, he 
worked at the BBC for 32 years. A Name on a Wall: 
Two Men, Two Wars, Two Destinies is his first book.

AMBER CARAVÉO
Literary Agent, Skylark Literary
Friday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first three chapters (or 
3000 words if chapters are longer).
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Amber is searching for fiction for children and 
young adults, ages 5 up to YA/crossover titles. 
Please no picture books.

Amber is co-founder of Skylark Literary – a 
specialist agency that seeks and supports 
the very best in children’s and YA fiction. 
Previously, Amber was Editorial Director for 
Orion Children’s Books and privileged to work 
with prize-winning and bestselling authors 
such as Caroline Lawrence, Liz Kessler, James 
Dawson and Holly Black. She’s also worked as 
Senior Commissioning Editor for Random House 
Children’s Books and for Working Partners, where 
she edited and developed the million-copy-
selling series phenomenon, Rainbow Magic. 
www.skylark-literary.com

ANNE CLARK
Literary Agent, Anne Clark Literary Agency
Friday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first chapter for fiction, 
or complete text of a picture book.

Looking for picture books and fiction for 
children and teenagers. She’d love to see some 
funny manuscripts. Not interested in YA fantasy 
and horror.

Anne launched the Anne Clark Literary 
Agency in 2012 after twenty years in children’s 
publishing as a commissioning editor/editorial 
director at Hodder Children’s Books and 
Piccadilly Press. Clients include Anne Booth, 
Pippa Goodhart, Greg Gormley and Rachel 
McIntyre. Anne is looking for fresh, funny and 
compelling voices in picture books and fiction 
for children and teenagers across all genres. 
www.anneclarkliteraryagency.co.uk

ELINOR COOPER
Literary Agent, Diamond, Kahn & Woods 
Literary Agency
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first chapter.

Elinor is particularly interested in literary fiction, 
or YA set in the real world, quality commercial 
fiction, children’s books for all ages, and non-
fiction. She does not work with sci fi or fantasy.

Elinor is a literary agent representing writers 
of literary and commercial fiction, non-fiction 
including memoir, history and politics, writers 

and illustrators of children’s books across all age 
ranges – from picture books to YA – and graphic 
novels. For full details of her clients, please see 
the Diamond Kahn & Woods website. She began 
her career at A P Watt, and before that worked 
as a bookseller. She has a degree in English 
& American Literature from the University of 
Manchester. www.dkwlitagency.co.uk

IMOGEN COOPER
Senior Editor, Chicken House and Director, 
Golden Egg Academy
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a synopsis or plot 
outline including the end of the 

novel, plus the first chapter.

Imogen is scouting for Chicken House and 
passing the texts on with recommendation, 
though she no longer acquires for them. 
Chicken House is currently looking for 
outstanding and original children’s novels of any 
kind. Imogen is also looking for writers suitable 
for Golden Egg Academy support.

At the Golden Egg Academy, Imogen leads a 
team of highly experienced editors and together 
they provide structural editing, inspiration, a 
supportive writers’ community, industry-led 
direction and networking opportunities for 
talented writers for children. Imogen was 
previously Head of Fiction for Chicken House 
Publishing. In 2010 she received the only award 
for editors in this country, the Branford Boase 
Award. www.goldeneggacademy.co.uk

HELEN DENNIS
Author
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first 2000 words.

Helen is the writer of the Secret Breakers series 
and the newly launched River of Ink series 
published in the UK by Hodder Children’s Books. 
Her books have been translated into seven 
languages and nominated for several prizes, 
included the Carnegie Medal. She met her 
editor, Beverley Birch, at the Winchester Writers’ 
Festival after submitting chapters of Secret 
Breakers for consideration in the 1-1 sessions. 
She is represented by Veronique Baxter and her 
expertise is in middle grade fiction. 
www.hldennis.com
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ADRIENNE DINES
Author
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Adrienne’s appointments are for 
30 mins each to allow for in-depth 
feedback on your manuscript or 

writing concerns. This counts as TWO of your 
allotted appointments.

Please submit up to 1000 words and a cover 
letter outlining your specific writing concerns.

Adrienne is a novelist and author of Soft Voices 
Whispering and The Jigsaw Maker, as well as a 
tutor and speaker for a variety of organisations 
in the UK and Ireland. Working in prisons, 
hospices and the College of Preachers, she 
encourages new and experienced writers 
to develop their craft, with an emphasis on 
storytelling - how it works, when it works and 
what to do when it doesn’t.

PAUL DODGSON
Author
Paul is a writer, lyricist, composer, 
radio producer and teacher who 
has written theatre and radio plays, 
musicals and screenplays. Among 

the many plays written for BBC Radio 4 are two 
memoir pieces, ‘Home’ and ‘You Drive Me Crazy’. 
Paul has taught creative writing at several UK 
universities including Exeter and Falmouth and 
has taught life writing workshops across the UK, 
Europe and Canada. 
www.writinglife.co.uk

BROO DOHERTY
Literary agent, DHH Literary Agency
Saturday One-to-One appointments
Please submit a covering letter, 
synopsis and the first three chapters.

Broo is an agent with DHH Literary Agency, 
having worked as an editor in various publishing 
houses before jumping ship and becoming an 
agent about ten years ago. Her fiction tastes are 
eclectic and wide-ranging, from literary right 
through to women’s commercial fiction and 
crime, and on the non-fiction side she is looking 
for strong narratives with a fascinating issue at 
their core. www.dhhliteraryagency.com

IAN DRURY
Literary Agent, Sheil Land Associates
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis, first chapter.

Looking for fantasy, SF, historical fiction and 
thrillers. Not looking for young adult.

Ian has been a literary agent at Sheil Land 
Associates for nine years. Before that he worked 
in the magazine business and spent ten years as 
commissioning editor, later publisher at Collins 
then at Weidenfeld & Nicolson. Since he is also 
the author of a number of history books he has 
seen this business from all sides. Clients include 
bestselling fantasy novelist Mark Lawrence, 
and the historical novelists Angus Donald and 
Robert Fabbri. www.sheilland.com

CLAIRE DYER
Author
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Send 40 lines maximum of poetry 
for editorial advice.

Claire’s poetry collection, Eleven Rooms is 
published by Two Rivers Press. A further 
collection is forthcoming in October 2016. Her 
novels, The Moment and The Perfect Affair and her 
short story ‘Falling for Gatsby’ are published by 
Quercus. She has an MA in Creative Writing from 
Royal Holloway, University of London and teaches 
creative writing for Bracknell & Wokingham 
College. She also runs Fresh Eyes, an editorial and 
critiquing service. www.clairedyer.com

LORNA FERGUSSON
Author and Literary Consultant Saturday 
One-to-One Appointments
Please send no more than ten double-
spaced pages which can include a 
synopsis and/or covering letter.

Lorna runs Fictionfire Literary Consultancy in 
Oxford, offering workshops, retreats, mentoring, 
manuscript appraisal and editing. She has 
taught at the Winchester Writers’ Festival since 
2000 and for Oxford University’s various writing 
programmes since 2002. She republished 
her novel The Chase, originally published by 
Bloomsbury, in 2013. In 2014 she won the 
Historical Novel Society’s London 2014 short 
story competition. She is currently working on a 
collection of historical short stories and a novel. 
www.fictionfire.co.uk
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JASPER FFORDE
Author
Jasper has been writing in the 
comedy/fantasy genre since 2001 
when his novel The Eyre Affair 
debuted on the New York Times 

Bestseller list. Since then he has published 
twelve more books, several of them bestsellers, 
and counts his sales in millions. His next novel 
will be published in early 2017. Early Riser is a 
thriller set in a world in which humans have 
always hibernated. Jasper lives and works in 
Wales.

KATE FIRTH
Voice coach and poet
As a voice coach, poet and 
performer with an absolute passion 
for a finely turned phrase, Kate is 
keen to help writers and poets 

breathe life into their readings, lift the text off 
the page and embody their own work. Kate has 
a background in theatre, voice, psychology and 
applied linguistics and for more than 18 years 
has coached individuals and groups in a variety 
of professional environments from theatre, 
film, public and corporate sectors and politics. 
She was as an advisor on the Academy Award 
winning film The King’s Speech. www.katefirth.
co.uk

JO FLETCHER
Publisher, Jo Fletcher Books
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please submit cover letter, keynote 
sentence, synopsis (2 pages max) 

and first chapter, double-spaced.

Jo specialises in science fiction, fantasy 
and horror, but has published all types of 
commercial fiction and can always pass 
anything outside her own imprint’s needs to 
colleagues within Quercus.

Jo is founder and publisher of Jo Fletcher Books, 
Quercus’ specialist SF/Fantasy/Horror imprint, 
which she started after 16 years at Gollancz. 
Her publishing career began at Headline, part 
of the original launch team, followed by stints 
at Pan, Mandarin and Penguin. Jo is also an 
award-winning writer, ghost-writer and poet, 
and was a Fleet Street journalist for many years 
before moving full-time into publishing. www.
jofletcherbooks.co.uk

CLAIRE FULLER
Author
Claire’s debut novel, Our Endless 
Numbered Days (published by 
Penguin) won the 2015 Desmond 
Elliott prize for debut fiction and 

has been selected for both the Richard & Judy 
and Waterstones Book Clubs. She has over 7000 
followers on Twitter and uses the social media 
platform on a daily basis to connect with other 
writers and promote her work. 
www.clairefuller.co.uk

SIMON HALL
Author, crime fiction
Simon is the author of seven books 
of crime fiction, along with several 
short stories and a play based on 
his novels. He’s also a BBC Television, 

Radio and Online News Correspondent, 
specialising in policing, crime and the courts. 
Simon has become popular as a teacher of 
writing, with invitations to talk to author’s 
groups and writers’ schools across Britain and 
Europe. www.thetvdetective.com

SHELLEY HARRIS
Author
Shelley is the author of two novels. 
Her debut, Jubilee (Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson), was a Radio 4 Book at 
Bedtime as well as a Richard and 

Judy book club selection, and was shortlisted 
for the Commonwealth Book Prize. Her latest 
novel Vigilante (W&N) published in paperback in 
March 2016. A trained teacher, she has tutored 
in Creative Writing for the Oxford University 
Department of Continuing Education, Faber 
Academy, the York and Winchester Writers’ 
Festivals, and London Writers’ Café. 
www.shelleyharris.co.uk

JOSEPHINE HAYES
The Blair Partnership
Friday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first three chapters.

Josephine is on the look-out for commercial 
women’s fiction - anything with strong 
characters that you fall in love with and worry 
about when you’re not reading, a historical 
edge, or an emotional pull suitable for reading 
group fiction - and children’s middle grade (8-
12) and teen fiction with gripping, adventurous 
plots. She represents several magical and 
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humorous middle grade debut fiction series 
that have sold around the world. No Science 
Fiction.

After reading History at the University of Exeter, 
Jo ran a ski chalet in the French Alps and joined 
Bell Lomax Moreton literary agency in 2010. 
She recently moved to The Blair Partnership 
and is helping look after a diverse list of fiction, 
non-fiction and children’s fiction authors.  www.
theblairpartnership.com

DAVID HEADLEY
Literary Agent, D.H.H. Literary Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first three chapters.

David is especially interested in finding quality 
fiction for adults across all genres. Not interested 
in YA, children’s fiction, short stories and non-
fiction.

David studied theology in London and 
Durham before co-founding and becoming 
the Managing Director of Goldsboro Books, a 
much admired independent bookseller, based 
in central London. He has spent the last 17 years 
establishing Goldsboro Books and building 
good relationships with editors within the 
UK’s major publishing houses. He has gained a 
reputation for championing debut authors, he 
created the UK’s largest collectors’ book club 
and he is influential in selling large quantities of 
hardback fiction in the UK.

David founded the D H H Literary Agency 
in 2008 and represents an eclectic range of 
best-selling and award-winning authors. www.
dhhliteraryagency.com

JUDITH HENEGHAN
Author and Festival Director
Judith began her career as a 
commissioning editor of nonfiction 
with Hodder & Stoughton and has 
since written over 50 children’s 

books – fiction and educational nonfiction. She 
is a Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at the 
University of Winchester where she leads the 
MA Writing for Children. Since 2013 she has also 
been Director of the Winchester Writers’ Festival.

TANIA HERSHMAN
Author
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit up to 2000 words, 
either one short story or several 
shorter pieces of flash fiction.

Tania is the author of two story collections: My 
Mother Was An Upright Piano: Fictions (Tangent 
Books, 2012), and The White Road and Other 
Stories (Salt, 2008), a poetry chapbook (Feb 
2016), and co-author of Writing Short Stories: A 
Writers’ & Artists’ Companion (Bloomsbury, 2014). 
Tania is curator of ShortStops (www.shortstops.
info), celebrating UK & Irish short story activity, 
a Royal Literary Fund fellow, and studying for a 
PhD in Creative Writing at Bath Spa University. 
www.taniahershman.com

JENNY HEWSON
Literary Agent, Rogers, Coleridge & White
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first three chapters.

Interested in literary fiction, historical fiction, 
psychological crime/thriller, narrative nonfiction 
with a particular interest in nature writing, 
memoir, anything with a strong feminist slant. 
Not interested in fantasy, SF, chicklit or horror.

Jenny is a literary agent at Rogers, Coleridge 
& White. She joined the company in 2006 and 
represents a number of award winning and 
bestselling authors. She is actively building her 
list and is interested in strong literary voices 
and compelling storytelling, both fiction and 
nonfiction. Her clients include Sarah Perry, 
Christos Tsiolkas, Thomas Keneally, Melissa 
Harrison, Brian McGilloway and Lauren Owen.

HEATHER HOLDEN-BROWN
Literary Agent, HHB Agency Ltd
Friday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and first chapter.

In the years since HHB Agency’s foundation 
Heather has taken delight in the success of 
authors ranging from journalists to historians, 
cooks to comedians, critics to crafters, vets, 
doctors, adventurers, entertainers, and those 
who simply have an extraordinary story to tell. 
In fiction, she specialises in thoughtful but 
commercial women’s writing, intelligent crime 
and thrillers, and exceptional historical novels. 
Not interested in writing for children, YA or SF.
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Heather founded HHB Agency in 2005 with 
the aim of being approachable, imaginative, 
tenacious and successful. Before that she was a 
publishing editor for 20 years with Waterstone’s, 
Harrap, BBC Books and Headline. Her family 
of fantastic writers now includes established 
bestsellers and talented, fresh voices. 
www.hhbagency.com

ELLA KAHN
Literary Agent, Diamond Kahn & Woods 
Literary Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 

synopsis and first three pages of your work 
(maximum 1000 words sample).

Looking for upmarket fiction with a strong hook, 
across historical, contemporary, and science 
fiction; children’s fiction for the 9-12 and YA age 
groups in any genre; high-concept, plot-driven 
books with compelling stories and exceptional 
voice. Not looking for horror, erotica or fantasy.

Ella is Literary Agent at Diamond Kahn & Woods, 
the agency she launched with Bryony Woods in 
2012. She represents authors of upmarket fiction 
(contemporary, historical and science fiction), 
non-fiction and children’s/YA fiction. She has an 
MA Publishing from UCL and was on the Society 
of Young Publishers committee for three years. 
www.dkwlitagency.co.uk

BARBARA LARGE
Senior Lecturer, Creative Writing
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Barbara’s appointments are for 30 
mins each to allow for in-depth 
feedback on your manuscript, 

writing or marketing concerns. This counts as 
TWO of your allotted appointments.

Please submit the first chapter or the first 20 
pages, a one page synopsis, cover letter and 
back cover blurb.

Barbara was the Founder-Director of the 
Winchester Writers’ Conference 1980-2013 and 
Senior Lecturer, Creative Writing. Currently 
she directs CreativeWordsMatter, which offers 
one-to-one tutorial, line-editing and publishing-
marketing advice and presents workshops 
and talks to various festivals and arts centres. 
She is an Honorary Fellow of the University 
of Winchester, a Fellow of the Royal Society 

of Arts, member of The Society of Authors, 
National Association of Writers in Education 
and Chairman of the Hampshire Writers’ Society. 
Currently she is writing a postwar novel. 
www.creativewordsmatter.co.uk

SARAH LEAN
Author
Sarah is a children’s author. She 
gained a first class degree in 
English Literature at the University 
of Winchester, and returned after 

teaching at primary school level for a couple 
of years to complete a Masters in Creative and 
Critical Writing in 2010. Whilst at the Winchester 
Writer’s Festival she met her agent who secured 
her a publisher for a story that she had begun 
writing on the MA – the best-selling A Dog Called 
Homeless. www.sarahlean.co.uk

NICK MACKINNON
Poet
Nick is a teacher of Maths, English 
and History. He is a multiple winner 
of four-figure poetry prizes. ‘Terrier 
in rape’ won the Keats-Shelley, 

‘Claybury’ the Hippocrates and ‘Surrey Tiger’ the 
Poetry on the Lake prize. He’s been runner up 
in the Bridport (twice), the Plough, the Edwin 
Morgan and McLellan. In 2013 ‘The Metric 
System’ won the Forward Prize for Best Single 
Poem.

SARAH MANNING
Literary Agent, United Talent Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, 
synopsis and the first three chapters.

Looking for stories with imaginative worlds 
and complex characters. Interested in both 
accessible fiction and inspiring non-fiction. Not 
looking for middle grade, picture books, erotica 
or poetry.

Sarah is an agent in the UK Literary Division at 
United Talent Agency. She is looking to actively 
build her list and represents both fiction and 
non-fiction with an interest in finding exciting 
debut authors. Sarah’s taste is very varied and 
she enjoys crime, thrillers, historical fiction, 
commercial women’s fiction, accessible literary 
fiction, fantasy and YA. She likes big ideas 
that look at events or characters from new 
perspectives. www.unitedtalent.com
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GILL MCLAY
Literary Agent, Bath Literary Agency
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please send covering letter, synopsis 
and first three chapters or whole 
manuscript for picture books.

Looking for children’s writers who like to write 
across genre. Would love to find someone who 
can really write for boys with humour… also 
would love new picture book and non-fiction 
writers.

Gill has worked in publishing for over 20 years. 
With experience in children’s book publicity, 
marketing and sales as well as being the co-
founder of the Bath Kids Lit Fest, which remains 
the largest children’s-only literature festival in 
Europe since its creation in 2006, she has a very 
commercial and wide understanding of the 
industry. It is this experience that led her to set 
up the Bath Literary Agency. She offers support 
to her writers for their careers and aims to help 
them navigate the publishing experience to 
help them establish a secure writing career and 
income. www.bathliteraryagency.com

MADELEINE MILBURN
Literary Agent, Madeleine Milburn Literary, 
TV & Film Agency
No One-to-One Appointments planned
Madeleine represents a wide range 
of bestselling authors writing 

literary and popular fiction including crime 
and thrillers, psychological suspense, women’s 
fiction, comedy, romance, high-concept, 
children’s, Young Adult and crossover fiction. 
She represents authors based all around the 
world and has a reputation for growing writing 
careers internationally. She is proactively 
seeking upmarket adult and YA fiction that 
has a strong talking point and is suitable for 
book club discussion; crime and thrillers and 
commercial fiction that combine fresh voices 
with memorable characters. www.mmla.co.uk

STEFAN MOHAMED
Author
Stefan Mohamed is an author, poet, 
occasional journalist and full-time 
geek. He graduated from Kingston 
University in 2010 with a first 

class degree in creative writing, and later that 
year won the Sony Reader Award (a category 
of the Dylan Thomas Prize) for his first novel 

Bitter Sixteen. The novel was published by Salt 
Publishing in 2015 and was made a Children’s 
Book of the Week by The Times. The sequel, Ace of 
Spiders, publishes in March 2016.

JOANNA MOULT
Literary Agent, Skylark Literary
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please send synopsis and first 4000 
words of the manuscript.

Joanna is looking for wonderful writing from 
first-reader chapter books up to top end YA. No 
picture books, please.

Joanna is co-founder of Skylark Literary, a 
specialist children’s and YA literary agency. 
Previously she was Editorial Director for Children’s 
Fiction at Mulcahy Conway Associates. Jo began 
her publishing career at Hodder Children’s Books, 
where she edited authors such as Cressida 
Cowell and Kes Gray. She then became Senior 
Commissioning Editor at Simon & Schuster, 
managing the children’s fiction list and editing 
Sophie McKenzie among others. 
www.skylark-literary.com

SARAH MUSSI
Children’s Author
Sarah is an author and teacher. In 
2015 Sarah had two new books out: 
Bomb, listed in the Guardian’s Best 
New Kids Books 2015, and Here Be 

Dragons, showcased in the People’s Book Prize. 
In 2014 she had two YA thrillers published: 
Breakdown and Riot, which won the Lancashire 
Book of The Year Award 2015 and was longlisted 
for The Amazing Book Award. Sarah’s YA thriller 
Siege (2013) was nominated for the CILIP Medal, 
shortlisted for many regional awards and 
won the BBUKYA award for contemporary YA 
fiction. Angel Dust was the lead title on the Hot 
Key Books launch list in 2012. Her first novel, 
The Door of No Return won the Glen Dimplex 
Children’s Book Award and was shortlisted for 
the Branford Boase Award. Her second novel The 
Last of the Warrior Kings inspired a London walk 
and is being optioned for film & TV. 
www.sarahmussi.com
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ALYSOUN OWEN
Editor, Bloomsbury Publishers Plc
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please send a proposal, up to 200-
word pitch and up to first three 
chapters.

Alysoun is the Editor of the Writers’ & Artists’ 
Yearbook and the Children’s Writers’ & Artists’ 
Yearbook, the best-selling guides to getting 
published. She has worked in publishing for 
over 20 years and regularly shares her wealth 
of experience of working with authors and of 
publishing books in print and electronically at 
literary events and festivals. www.bloomsbury.
com/uk

SCOTT PACK
Publisher
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please send a cover letter, short 
pitch (no more than 100 words) 
and the first 1000 words of your 

manuscript.

Scott is after great stories, whether fiction or 
non-fiction, but do bear in mind that our books 
are crowdfunded so you will need to be up for the 
networking and the work that this requires. Not 
interested in children’s fiction, poetry, academic or 
technical writing.

Scott is Associate Editor at Unbound, the 
crowdfunding publisher. He has previously 
worked as Publisher at HarperCollins imprint, 
The Friday Project, and as Head of Buying for the 
Waterstones book chain, back in the days when 
it still had an apostrophe. www.unbound.co.uk

JACK RAMM
Literary Agent, Eve White Literary Agency 
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please send cover letter, synopsis 
and one chapter. Looking for literary 
fiction, upmarket commercial fiction, 

narrative non-fiction.

After attending UEA where he studied American 
Literature and Creative Writing, Jack Ramm 
joined the agency five years ago. He seeks to 
develop fresh literary voices and enjoys working 
with authors from the earliest stages of their 
career.

 JENNY SAVILL
Literary Agent, Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates Ltd
Friday and Saturday One-to-One 
Appointments
Please send cover letter, synopsis 

and first chapter.

Looking for children’s 7+, middle grade, 
YA - contemporary/fantasy/historical fiction; 
adult women’s literary and commercial fiction; 
domestic noir/psychological thrillers; speculative 
fiction eg ghost stories, alternative histories, ‘what 
ifs’; memoir. Not looking for adult high fantasy 
- eg other worlds, made up languages, orcs - 
anything Tolkien-like; adult SF; erotica; picture 
books; anything for under 7’s.

Jenny is senior literary agent for the UK/US at 
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Ltd, where she 
represents an award-winning list of authors 
of contemporary fiction, historical fiction 
and non-fiction. In addition to building a 
highly respected roster of children’s and YA 
authors, Jenny has recently launched several 
exciting new authors of women’s literary and 
commercial fiction. A regular speaker at Festivals 
and on university creative writing courses, Jenny 
is on the look-out for compelling voices and 
confident storytelling. She has a penchant for 
the speculative and genre-bending novel, for 
wit, emotional incisiveness, observational skill, 
and the ability to move and engage the reader. 
www.andrewnurnberg.com

EDEN SHARP
Author and Blogger
Eden spent twenty years in the 
music and computer games 
publishing industries and then 
moved into digital marketing. 

She has a BA in writing contemporary fiction: 
industry and practice, and an MA in creative 
and critical writing. She currently teaches fiction 
writing and publishing at Southampton Solent 
University and is an ambassador for the Alliance 
of Independent Authors. Eden has published 
book one of a crime thriller series, The Breaks. The 
second, GET9, releases 2016. 
www.edensharp.com
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ALI SPARKES
Author
Ali’s first book The Shapeshifter: 
Finding the Fox was published 
in 2006. This year, on its 10th 
anniversary, the 11th story 

featuring shapeshifter Dax Jones will hit the 
bookshops. Alongside these, Ali has written 
more than 30 children’s adventures, mostly 
for Oxford University Press. Starting out as a 
Daily Echo reporter before moving to the BBC, 
Southampton-born Ali now spends as much 
time performing as writing and is a favourite at 
Hay and Edinburgh Festivals. 
www.alisparkes.com

SALLYANNE SWEENEY
Literary Agent, Mulcahy Associates
Sallyanne grew up in Dublin and 
studied English at Trinity College 
before completing an MPhil in 
American Literature at Queens’ 

College, Cambridge. After graduating she 
joined Watson, Little Ltd, becoming a Director 
of the company in 2011. She joined Mulcahy 
Associates in 2013 and is building her list of 
fiction and non-fiction authors for children and 
adults, as well as a small number of picture 
book illustrators. Passionate about working 
with debut authors, her fiction tastes are 
wide-ranging, from the literary to the very 
commercial, but she is particularly looking for 
voice-driven narratives with a strong hook. In 
non-fiction, she is interested in memoirs and 
food writing. www.ma-agency.com

STEPHEN THOMPSON
Novelist
Stephen is a novelist, lecturer and 
journalist. His latest novel is No More 
Heroes, which concerns the London 
Bombings of 2005. His other novels 

are Toy Soldiers, Missing Joe and Meet Me Under 
The Westway. Between 2006 and 2010, while 
living in Edinburgh, he wrote regular book 
reviews for Scotland on Sunday and now writes 
regular reviews for Wasafiri Magazine. He is an 
experienced lecturer in Creative Writing and 
currently teaches that subject at the University 
of Winchester. He is the editor and publisher of 
the online literary journal, The Colverstone Review.

BARRY TIMMS
Editorial Director, Little Tiger Press
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit one full manuscript 
only for feedback on picture books 
or novelty books, plus covering 

letter.

Looking for picture book texts that are fresh and 
funny, inventive, or emotionally authentic. He can 
also advise on novelty book ideas. Happy to look 
at rhyming picture book texts but cannot advise 
on collections of poetry or fiction submissions.

Barry is Editorial Director of Little Tiger Press, an 
independent publishing house specialising in 
award-winning, best-selling picture books and 
novelty books for children. He has previously 
worked on non-fiction and young fiction. 
www.littletigerpress.com

JULIAN UNTHANK
Screenwriter
Scriptwriter Julian’s screen credits 
include ITV’S Doc Martin, BBC’s New 
Tricks, Robin Hood and The Bill, feature 
film Sword of Vengeance and the 

multi-award winning, Oscar shortlisted, short 
film Love at First Sight. Based in southern England, 
Julian graduated from Bournemouth’s Institute 
of Art and regularly guest lectures at film and 
writing festivals and at many of the south’s 
universities and colleges.

JUDY WAITE
Author
Judy is an award winning author 
of over forty titles, and a Senior 
Lecturer in Creative Writing at the 
University of Winchester. She also 

regularly works in schools, writing groups and 
residencies exploring creativity and creative 
practice.

SUE WALLMAN
Author
Sue Wallman is a former journalist 
who met her agent, Becky Bagnell, 
in a one-to-one at the 2012 
Winchester Writers’ Festival. The 

following year she won the Baileys Women’s 
Prize First Chapter Award. She now has a two-
book deal with Scholastic and her debut novel 
publishes in May this year. Lying About Last 
Summer is a young adult psychological thriller.
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ELLIE WARREN
Blogger
Ellie has been blogging about books 
at Curiosity Killed the Bookworm 
for 5 years, reviewing a variety 
of genres and offering advice. 

She works in software testing, with plenty of 
experience on what does and doesn’t work on 
the web, and currently lives in Bournemouth.

ANDREW WEALE
Author, Picture books
Andrew is the author of five 
picture books. These include the 
innovative pop up Spooky Spooky 
House, which won the prestigious 

Red House Children’s Book Award in 2013. As 
well as writing, he is a professional actor and 
singer and has worked with luminaries such as 
Alec Guinness and Kevin Spacey. He lectures on 
children’s writing at Winchester University and 
gives popular visits to many schools and festivals 
around the country. www.andrewweale.com

JANE WENHAM-JONES
Author and journalist
Saturday One-to-One Appointments
Send a synopsis, the opening pages 
of a novel, a short story or any 
writing issue.

Jane is the author of four novels and three 
non-fiction books and, as a freelance journalist 
and short-story writer, has appeared in a wide 
range of magazines and national newspapers. 
She writes regular columns for her local paper, 
Woman’s Weekly and Writing Magazine where she 
is the agony aunt. She is regularly booked as a 
speaker and tutor, has presented for the BBC on 
both TV and radio and interviewed dozens of 
best-selling authors and celebrities. Her latest 
book, conceived especially with writers in mind, 
is 100 Ways to Fight the Flab - a feel-good weight 
loss plan, involving wine and chocolate. www.
janewenham-jones.com

EVE WHITE
Literary Agent, Eve White Literary Agency
Saturday One-to-One appointments
Please submit a synopsis, a CV and 
the first three chapters. Looking 
for literary fiction, psychological 

thrillers, upmarket commercial fiction, picture 
books-YA fiction, literary non-fiction, memoir. 
Not looking for misery memoirs, SF/fantasy, 
horror.

Eve White is a UK literary agent representing 
internationally published authors of fiction 
(commercial and literary), non-fiction, children’s 
fiction and picture books. Since forming the Eve 
White Literary Agency thirteen years ago, Eve 
has gone on to launch the careers of best-selling 
authors such as Andy Stanton, Jane Shemilt and 
Ruth Ware. Always on the look out for debut 
authors, Eve devotes her time to searching for, 
and cultivating new talent.

BRYONY WOODS
Literary Agent, Diamond Kahn & Woods 
Literary Agency
Friday One-to-One Appointments
Please submit a cover letter, a two-
page synopsis and first 1000 words 

of manuscript.

Looking for children’s fiction (from age 7+), YA, adult 
fiction. Not interested in crime, thrillers or erotica.

Bryony is the co-founder of DKW Literary 
Agency, launched in 2012 with Ella Kahn. She 
represents children’s and adult fiction in most 
major genres. Bryony has an MA Publishing 
from UCL and worked at the Caroline Sheldon 
Literary Agency for three years prior to setting 
up DKW. She previously held the post of 
University Liaison Officer for the Society of 
Young Publishers, and was selected as one of 
the Bookseller’s Rising Stars of 2013. 
www.dkwlitagency.co.uk
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FESTIVAL PACKAGES
All packages include lunch and all-day coffee 
and tea, with biscuit and cake breaks. Dinner 
booked separately.

Full three-day Weekend £425
Includes 4 one-to-one appointments

Friday and Saturday £365
Includes 4 one-to-one appointments

Saturday and Sunday £295
Includes 2 one-to-one appointments

Friday Day £195
Includes 2 one-to-one appointments

Saturday Day £215
Includes 2 one-to-one appointments

Sunday Day £110
No one-to-ones on Sunday

Accommodation available on campus in basic 
student rooms.

En Suite West Downs
£38 per night

Standard (shared bathroom) West Downs or Beech Glade
£33 per night

HOW TO BOOK FOR THE FESTIVAL
To book, please go to www.writersfestival.co.uk and click on the link for FESTIVAL REGISTRATION. 
Please book early to secure a place. One-to-One appointments fill quickly.

For Booking and Full Terms and Conditions go to the Festival page of

www.writersfestival.co.uk

FESTIVAL SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME

10 free three-day weekend places available to young writers aged 18-25. Deadline for applications: 7 
April 2016. For full details, visit our website.

THE WINCHESTER WRITERS’ FESTIVAL BURSARY

£50 bursaries for writers experiencing financial difficulty. Deadline for applications: 15 April 2016. For full 
details, visit our website.
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WRITING COMPETITIONS
The Winchester Writers’ Festival offers 
diverse opportunities for emerging writers 
via its eleven writing competitions.

Writers do not need to attend the Festival in 
order to enter. The deadline for submissions is 
13 May 2016. A shortlist of top entries will be 
posted at the Festival at 10.00 on Saturday, 18 
June. First, second and third place winners are 
announced at 18.30 on the same day.

In addition to their prizes, first place winners will 
be published in the festival anthology: The Best 
of 2016.

For information on how to enter and for a full 
list of entry conditions and rules please visit the 
Competitions page of our website. 
www.writersfestival.co.uk

1 POETRY

Entrants are invited to submit poems on any 
subject up to a maximum of 40 lines for each 
entry. Single spaced.

1st prize £125 and The Echo Poetry Trophy
2nd prize £75
3rd prize £50
Adjudicator  Joan McGavin, Hampshire Poet 

2014-2015
Sponsor. The Southern Daily Echo

2 WRITING CAN BE MURDER

Entrants are invited to submit the first 500 words 
of a short story or novel with a murder thriller 
theme.

1st prize Books to the value of £60
2nd prize Books to the value of £40
3rd prize Books to the value of £20
Adjudicator Lindsay Ashford, Author
Sponsor P&G Wells Ltd., Booksellers

P&G Wells

3 MEMOIR

Entrants are invited to submit a memoir of up to 
2500 words. This may be a self-contained piece, 
or it may be the first chapter of a full-length 
memoir.

Entrants are reminded that memoir is not the same 
as fact-based autobiography. Memoir emphasises 
story. It is subjective, distinctive and usually focuses 
on a specific theme or series of memories or even 
a single event in order to engage the reader and 
illuminate an aspect of ourselves.

1st prize  A copy of either the 2016 
Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook or the 
2016 Children’s Writers’ & Artists’ 
Yearbook plus either attendance 
at one of the Writers’ & Artists’ 
one-day conferences or one of 
the popular ‘How to Hook an 
Agent’ lunches. Full details at 
www.writersandartists.co.uk/
events

2nd prize  A copy of either the 2016 
Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook or the 
2016 Children’s Writers’ & Artists’ 
Yearbook plus £50 worth of other 
writing advice books selected 
from www.writersandartists.
co.uk/store

3rd prize  A copy of the 2016 Writers’ 
& Artists’ Yearbook AND the 
2016 Children’s Writers’ & Artists’ 
Yearbook

Adjudicator Paul Dodgson
Sponsor  Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook

The Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook, updated and 
published annually by Bloomsbury, is the 
perfect guide to all aspects of the media and 
publishing worlds. It gives invaluable advice on 
how to prepare a submission and which agents 
and publishers to approach. Essential reading 
for all writers of journalism, fiction, non-fiction, 
poetry and screen plays.

‘The writers’ bible’, Susan Hill

http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/
http://www.bookwells.co.uk/
http://www.writersandartists.co.uk/
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4 WRITING FOR CHILDREN – 

PICTURE BOOK COMPETITION

For readers aged 3-6. Entrants are invited to 
submit a text of no more than 600 words in 
prose or verse for children aged 3-6.  Only one 
entry per person allowed. Multiple entries will 
be disqualified.

1st prize  Editorial meeting with Little Tiger 
Press to discuss the winning 
submission, either in their offices 
in London or via telephone 
(travel not provided)

2nd prize Book prizes
3rd prize Book prizes
Adjudicators Editorial Department, Little Tiger 
Press
Sponsor Little Tiger Press Group

5 CHILDREN’S FUNNY FICTION 

COMPETITION

For readers aged 8-12. Entrants are invited 
to submit the opening chapter or section 
(maximum 1000 words) of a humorous work 
for children and a one-page synopsis of the 
remainder.

1st prize  Editorial meeting with Stripes 
Publishing to discuss the 
winning submission, either in 
their offices in London or via 
telephone (travel not provided)

2nd prize Book prizes
3rd prize Book prizes
Adjudicators  Editorial Department, Stripes 

Publishing
Sponsor Little Tiger Press Group

6 SKYLARK SOARING STORIES 

COMPETITION

A brand-new competition sponsored by Skylark 
Literary for writers of middle grade and young 
adult fiction. Skylark are looking for an instantly 
intriguing concept coupled with a remarkable 
writing voice. Find out more at www.skylark-
literary.com

Entrants are invited to submit the first 2000 
words of a work of fiction for readers aged 8-12 
OR 12+. Please specify the audience you are 
writing for and include a one-page synopsis of 
your story. Please give the word-count of the 
finished novel if complete. 12 pt, double-spaced, 
not previously published.

No adjudications are offered for this 
competition.

1st prize  One-to-one consultation with a 
literary agent at Skylark Literary 
on story development (based 
on the sample and synopsis 
entered) of at least one hour - 
either in person if the winner 
can travel easily to London or 
over the phone if not - plus £75 
towards travel expenses (or to be 
kept by the winner if they don’t 
need to travel).

2nd prize  One-to-one telephone 
consultation on sample and 
synopsis of 30 minutes, plus £50.

3rd prize  One-to-one telephone 
consultation on sample and 
synopsis of 20 minutes, plus £25.

Three 
runners-up  One or two paragraphs of 

written feedback on their sample 
and synopsis.

Sponsor Skylark Literary

http://www.littletigerpress.com/
http://www.littletigerpress.com/
http://www.skylark-literary.com/


www.writersfestival.co.uk      29

WINCHESTER WRITERS’ FESTIVAL 2016

7 PITCH A TV DRAMA 

COMPETITION

Entrants are invited to submit a proposal for a 
television drama or comedy drama series on 
a single side of A4 in Times New Roman Size 
12 font or similar. As well as the proposal, the 
one page should also include the Series Title at 
the top of the page, and a One Line Pitch of no 
more than 25 words directly under the Series 
Title.

All drama or comedy drama genres welcome 
but please note that submissions for sitcoms will 
NOT be considered.

1st prize  Final Draft 9 script and 
screenwriting software

2nd prize  Final Draft 9 script and 
screenwriting software

3rd prize  Final Draft 9 script and 
screenwriting software

Adjudicator  Julian Unthank, Screenwriter and 
Lecturer

Sponsor Final Draft, Inc.
For over 20 years, Final Draft, Inc. has published 
Final Draft® software – the number-one selling 
screenwriting application in the world. Final 
Draft software paginates and formats your script 
to industry standards allowing the story to be 
the writer’s main focus. We also created the Big 
Break Contest - an annual screenwriting contest 
designed to launch careers now in its 15th year. 
The recently launched Final Draft Writer® and 
Final Draft Reader® mobile apps for iPad allow 
you to write, edit, read and annotate FDX files 
easily anywhere, anytime.

8 FLASH FICTION COMPETITION

A flash fiction is a short, short story which does 
much more than its size would suggest. It shows 
a glimpse which implies a larger story, and every 
word works its hardest to bring meaning, plot, 
character and theme alive. In 500 words, send 
us a flash fiction which will intrigue, excite and 
entertain, and which will linger in the mind long 
after reading.

1st prize  Telephone consultation with 
Janklow & Nesbit to receive a 
detailed editorial report on the 
winning entry.

2nd prize  Book prizes
3rd prize Book prizes
Adjudicator Carole Burns
Sponsor Janklow & Nesbit UK

9 FIRST THREE PAGES OF A NOVEL

Entrants are invited to send the first three pages 
(12 pt. double-spaced) of their novel plus a 600 
word (max) synopsis. Any theme or period.

1st prize  Editorial meeting with Little, 
Brown to discuss the winning 
submission, either in their offices 
in London or via telephone 
(travel not provided)

2nd prize Books to the value of £70
3rd prize Books to the value of £30
Adjudicator  Anna Boatman, Little, Brown 

Book Group
Sponsor Little, Brown Book Group

http://www.finaldraft.com
http://www.janklowandnesbit.co.uk/
http://www.littlebrown.co.uk/
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KEY DATES - 2016

April 7  Deadline for Festival Scholarship applications for 18-25 year-olds
April 15 Deadline for Bursary applications
May 13 Deadline for all Writing Competitions
May 24   Deadline to submit work for One-to-One appointments. If you book your One-to-One 

appointment after this date, you will need to bring a copy of your submissions with you. Your 
submission will not be previewed by the speaker before your appointment.

May 27 Deadline for 80% refund of Festival fee if booking cancelled. No refunds after this point.
June 10 Deadline for registrations for the Winchester Writers’ Festival

HOW TO BOOK FOR THE FESTIVAL
To book, please go to www.writersfestival.co.uk and click on the link for FESTIVAL REGISTRATION. 
Please book early to secure a place. One-to-One appointments fill quickly. For Booking and Full 
Terms and Conditions go to the Festival page of

www.writersfestival.co.uk

10 SHORT STORIES

Entrants are invited to submit quality short 
stories on any subject, theme or period (no 
children’s stories). Length 1500 to 3000 words 
for each entry. Each entry must be a complete 
story. Entries will be judged on their originality 
and excellent story-telling qualities.

1st Prize  Writing Magazine creative writing 
course (choose one of nine home 
study courses – with a value of 
£150-£180)

2nd Prize  Writing Magazine reading and 
critique service (choose from 
a synopsis and the first three 
chapters of a novel/three short 
stories OR three pieces of non-
fiction. Maximum 9000 words)

3rd Prize  Writing Magazine reading and 
critique service (choose from 
a synopsis and the first three 
chapters of a novel/three short 
stories OR three pieces of non-
fiction. Maximum 9000 words)

Adjudicator The Chandlers Ford Writers
Sponsor Writing Magazine

11 YOUNG WRITERS’ POETRY

This year’s theme is ‘Wildlife’. Entrants are 
invited to send poems about wildlife of no 
more than 30 lines. You might choose to write 
about an animal you would love to meet, or 
one you hope to avoid. Perhaps you’ve cared 
for an unusual or endangered species, or 
maybe the word takes you to a ‘wild’ place... 
Use your imagination and experiment with 
words, using sound, shape and meaning to 
create something new.

Two Categories: 
School Years 1-6 
School Years 7-11

Each of the categories offers prizes of National 
Book Tokens for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners 
and a framed certificate. Prizes will be awarded 
at an awards tea on 25 June 2016 in Winchester.

Adjudicator Isabel Rogers, Hampshire Poet 
2016
Sponsors Kyoto Kitchen, Tesco

http://www.writers-online.co.uk/
http://www.tesco.com/
http://www.kyotokitchen.co.uk/
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F

from Goggle-eyes, by Anne Fine (Puffin, 1990), 
winner of the Carnegie Medal and the Guardian 
Children’s Fiction Prize

1ST PRIZE: £5,000  
For unpublished women novelists only

Five finalists will receive manuscript feedback 
from The Literary Consultancy and an invitation to 
a special networking event with literary agents 

CLOSING DATE: 19 September 2016

‘What happened?’ she asked. 
‘Don’t stop. Go on. Tell me 
what happened.’

  
children’s novel 
competition  
2016

www.mslexia.co.uk/novel
0191 204 8860
novel@mslexia.co.uk

Children's Novel Competition 2016 ad.indd   1 01/02/2016   16:11
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•  Exclusive interviews 
with leading authors

• Publishing news

•  How-to tips and advice 
to help improve your writing

•  Opportunities to get into print 
and the latest competition 
news in our exclusive 
Writers’ News section

•  WIN cash prizes and publication 
in our monthly competitions

 www.writers-online.co.uk 

Written by writers, 

Get expert writing advice 
all year round with the UK’s 

biggest and bestselling 
writing magazine

To fi nd out more, visit:

Download our app today to 
read our digital edition, now 

optimised for mobile phones! 

WIN cash prizes and publication

THE UK’S BESTSELLING WRITING MAGAZINE

November 2015

£4.10

9
77

09
64

91
62

59

1
1

CRIME writing

THE UK’S 

✑

WIN £30,483
in writing prizes

GRAB A PEN!
We’ll give you everything else...

44 CHANCES TO 
GET INTO PRINT 23COMPETITIONS 

TO ENTER

INSPIRATION, ADVICE, 
ENCOURAGEMENT

Plus!

David 
Mitchell 
The infi nite 
potential 
of fi ction

GET YOUR SYNOPSIS RIGHT FIRST TIME
HOW TO WRITE HARROWING HALLOWEEN HORRORTOP 10: MUST-HAVE SOFTWARE FOR WRITERSFREELANCE FAILURES - MISTAKES TO AVOID FROM PRO JOURNOS

The truth about 
e-publishing

EBOOKS 
EXPLAINED

Sex and 
violence:
How much is 
too much?

Mitchell 
The infi nite 

The truth about 

EBOOKS EBOOKS 
EXPLAINED

Ready? Get set 
for the novel 

writing marathon

NaNoWriMo!

p001_wmagnov15.indd   1

22/09/2015   13:42

for writers

CONTRA AD updated.indd   1 08/01/2016   12:01
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If your imagination is
fired up…
If you are motivated to 
improve your writing 
skills…
If you would like to meet other writers, then joining 
the Hampshire Writers’ Society is your next step.

Listen to professional authors, poets and playwrights, 
literary agents, commissioning editors and industry 
specialists. Meet other writers monthly and join the 
Tuesday Critique Group.

Our speakers have included Lady Antonia Fraser, 
historian, James Barclay, fantasy, Graham Hurley, 
crime fiction, Robin Murkeejee, screen writer and 

literary agents, Barry Cunningham, Madeleine 
Milburn and James Wills.

Next we welcome Kate Mosse, renowned author of 
Labyrinth, Citadel and The Taxidermist’s Daughter, 
David Nichols, acclaimed author of One Day and 
Us, Kate Walker, author of more than 60 romantic 
fiction novels and leading literary agent, Simon 
Trewin. 

Meet fellow writers over a glass of wine at 7:30 pm 
on the second Tuesday of every month, except July 
and August, in The Stripe, University of Winchester.

Disabled access and free parking. Annual 
membership £30. All students: free membership. 

To apply send your name, address and contact 
details with your cheque (payable to Hampshire 
Writers’ Society) to Membership Secretary, 38 
Ranvilles Lane, Fareham, Hampshire P014 3DX

www.hampshirewriterssociety.co.uk

THE HILARY  JOHNSON
 AUTHORS’ ADVISORY  SERVICE

A proven reading/criticism service for novelists, writers of short stories and children’s books, 
also for authors of full-length non-fiction. Specialist advice available for science fiction/

fantasy, radio/TV/film scripts and poetry.

Copy-editing and ‘tidying’ of typescripts for those intending to self-publish.

I am a scout for a leading literary agent

For full details of the many successful authors I have advised, visit my website:  
www.hilaryjohnson.com

‘Hilary’s insightful, pertinent advice gives the new writer the best possible  
chance in an increasingly difficult market.’

Katie Fforde

Tel: 01553 676611

Email: hilary@hilaryjohnson.com
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http://www.finaldraft.com
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Have you ever 
had anything 
published?
If you’ve written a book or had an article 
published, the Authors’ Licensing & 
Collecting Society (ALCS) could be 
holding money owed to you.

ALCS collects secondary royalties earned from a number of 
sources including the photocopying and scanning of books.

Unlock more information about how you 
could benefit by visiting www.alcs.co.uk
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