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A membership organisation
run by writers, for writers
alcs.co.uk

FAIR REMUNERATION AND RECOGNITION
FOR AUTHORS, IN THEIR INFINITE VARIETY,
IS AT THE HEART OF EVERTHING WE DO

The best way to
describe ALCS is a godsend
to writers. It’s a membership
society, it collects money on
behalf of writers, it protects
their creativity and campaigns
for their rights, which is great!
Baroness Floella Benjamin OBE
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WELCOME TO THE 37TH UNIVERSITY OF
WINCHESTER WRITERS’ FESTIVAL
It is my great pleasure to present the Festival programme for 2017, packed with
possibilities, opportunities, treats and surprises for all of us who write.
The Winchester Writers’ Festival exists to bring emerging writers together for
inspiration, support and learning across three days of workshops, talks and
one-to-ones with established poets, authors, literary agents, commissioning
editors and other publishing experts. All writers are welcome. If you are just
starting out, you’ll find workshops and talks geared to new projects and ideas. For
those with more experience, we’ve dozens of opportunities to develop existing
projects, along with courses to help perfect your submission or market your work,
whatever your form or genre.
This year I am thrilled to introduce Lemn Sissay, MBE as our Keynote Speaker. Lemn is first and
foremost a poet, whose published work encompasses his latest collection Gold from the Stone along
with numerous articles, records, broadcasts, public art, commissions and plays. As well as a passionate
advocate for care leavers, Lemn is associate artist at Southbank Centre, patron of The Letterbox Club
and The Reader Organisation, ambassador for The Children’s Reading Fund, trustee of Forward Arts
Foundation and inaugural trustee of World Book Night. His Landmark Poems are installed throughout
Manchester and London and his award-winning play Something Dark has been performed throughout
the world. Recent broadcasts include Lemn Sissay’s Origin Stories on BBC Radio Four. Lemn will be
speaking at 9am on Saturday 17 June. Don’t miss him.
An impressive number of new speakers are joining us this summer, including acclaimed authors Cliff
McNish and William Ryan, editors from Nosy Crow and Hodder Children’s and of course a full roster of
literary agents looking for debut authors to represent. It is a particular joy to welcome back novelists
Helen Fields and Rachael Featherstone and award-winning children’s authors Helen Dennis and Pamela
Butchart, all of whom met their agents or editors through the Festival. Helen Fields will speak about her
path from criminal barrister to the author of a thrilling new crime series at the Saturday Festival dinner.
Look out too for Rebecca Smith whose Sunday workshop ‘From Jane Austen’s Pocket’ is particularly apt
in Winchester in this 200th commemorative year. I am also immensely grateful to those agents, editors
and writing tutors who return to support what we do with such generosity, eloquence and expertise,
year after year.
Our Friday night events are free and open to all, and this year include a panel of independent
publishers, chaired by Mslexia’s editor Debbie Taylor, as well as a talk by presenter, writer and executive
producer of children’s TV Vanessa Amberleigh, once herself a student at the University. Due to popular
demand, there will be two open mic sessions this year on Friday and Saturday nights. Please visit our
website for information about our ten writing competitions along with their judges and sponsors, as
well as the Festival Scholarship Scheme providing ten free weekend places for talented writers aged
18-25 and our bursaries for attendees of any age.
Booking details are on our website. Whether you attend for one, two or three days, or simply enter
one of our competitions, I look forward to welcoming you to our supportive, friendly, exhilarating
community of writers in 2017. Enjoy!
Judith Heneghan
Festival Director
Judith.Heneghan@winchester.ac.uk
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FRIDAY 16 JUNE
FRIDAY COURSES 9.30-16.00
These intensive day-long courses include
two half-hour coffee and biscuit breaks
and a hearty buffet lunch.
THE ARCHITECTURE OF STORIES:
HOW TO STRUCTURE YOUR WRITING

Elizabeth Enfield
Booking Code FC01
Writing presents numerous challenges, but
it is a great deal easier when you have a firm
structure in place. Structure is the framework on
which a piece of writing depends. It supports
the lives of the characters, the backdrops and
descriptions and provides a solid foundation on
which the plot can rest. Using specific examples,
writing exercises and group discussion, novelist
Elizabeth Enfield will help you understand the
architecture of stories and discover how to build
and shape your own work into something solid
and enduring.
THE ART OF NARRATIVE NONFICTION

Kathryn Aalto
Booking Code FC02
Narrative nonfiction is the fastest-growing area
in publishing today, joining excellent research
with compelling, character-driven storytelling
that reads like a novel. Best-selling author
Kathryn Aalto shows you how to apply key
techniques such as creating a narrative persona,
setting scenes, and presenting a strong sense
of place to hook the reader’s imagination and
make researched facts come alive. She will
provide a fascinating overview of the genre,
insightful exercises to help find your own voice
and ways to revise your current writing projects.
You will leave the course with ample inspiration
to develop a new or existing idea in a style that
is distinctively your own.
THE CREDIBLE CHARACTER

Adrienne Dines
Booking Code FC03
Characters talk to readers. They show the
readers what we want them to see and make
them feel what we need them to feel. This
course will show you how to create characters
4
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you can trust to do the job properly. We’ll look at
what our characters do, why they might choose
to do it and how we, as writers, make them
utterly credible, whatever their challenges. We’ll
look at who earns his keep on the page and
who doesn’t. We’ll consider the relationship of
writer to character to reader and where the two
diverge. We will create characters who live on in
readers’ imaginations long after the story
has ended.
THE PERFECT PITCH: HOW TO PITCH
YOUR BOOK AND FIND AN AGENT

Madeleine Milburn
Booking Code FC04
The goal of this course is to create the perfect
covering letter to grab the attention of a top
literary agent. Using case studies and examples
of successful and unsuccessful submissions,
we will clarify the genre in which you are
writing, create the perfect ‘pitch’ and learn the
techniques to make your manuscript stand out
from the crowd.
This session will ensure that you go home with
a strong awareness of what an agent looks for, a
pitch for your novel which you will discuss with
the group, and a clear understanding of the
three things you need to entice an agent and
make sure your submission goes straight to the
top. Note: open to writers of adult fiction and
those who are new to this workshop only.
HEROES AND VILLAINS

Cliff McNish
Booking Code FC05
Having trouble creating characters your readers
truly root for? What are the traits that make
Katniss from The Hunger Games or Grace from
One (Sarah Crossan’s latest Carnegie winner) so
unforgettable? Multiple award-winning novelist
Cliff McNish helps you understand what makes
us fall in love with characters in middle grade
and YA fiction. Uncomfortable exploring the
dark side of your characters? Worried you’ll
make them unlikeable? Or maybe you just
can’t create a bad guy or gal that doesn’t feel
clichéd? This course also explores what makes
us loathe a villain, and examines the darker
traits without which no character has
real depth.
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HOW TO THRILL AND HOW TO KILL

William Ryan
Booking Code FC06
This practical course provides a step-by-step
guide to help you develop a marketable crime
novel, with plenty of hands-on exercises and
a certain amount of mischief. Topics covered
during the day will include: what makes crime
fiction tick; how to structure your novel; how to
create a unique central character; how to develop
subsidiary characters and dramatic conflict;
technical aspects of crime writing; writing sharp
and engaging dialogue; maintaining pace
and tension.
Learn what works and what doesn’t, the role
of ‘the format’ and how not to underestimate
your audience with William Ryan, author of the
Captain Korolev novels – shortlisted three times
for the Irish Crime Novel of the Year.
WHEN TO PRESS SEND

Jenny Savill
Booking Code FC07
You’ve worked long and hard on your manuscript
and you THINK it’s ready to submit – but how can
you be certain? Is it enough to have read it and
re-read it until you can’t really see it anymore?
Before you press SEND, literary agent Jenny Savill
will show you how to pause, take a breath, and
properly assess the readiness of your manuscript
– in particular, those all-important opening
lines. You will leave with a detailed checklist to
give your manuscript the best possible chance
out there in agent-land. Jenny will also provide
practical help with the drafting of your cover
letter, blurb and synopsis. Invaluable to anyone
who suspects they might be ready to submit to
an agent, but is hesitating (HINT: hesitation
is good).
SCRIPTING YOUR STORY

Julian Unthank
Booking Code FC08

’Screenplays are Structure’, William Goldman

Do you have an idea for a movie, play or a
novel, but don’t feel confident with structure?
Screenwriters have to produce material of
specific length, page count and sometimes even
word count. To do this a screenwriter must have
a deep understanding of screenplay structure
BEFORE they begin their script. Confidence
with structure is a key skill for novelists as well
as scriptwriters and screenwriters. Participants

will spend the morning discussing key elements
of structure and considering different storygenerating techniques. After lunch, you will
work these ideas up into Story Beat Sheets to
use as templates for your own screenplay, script
or novel.
HOW TO WRITE PICTURE BOOKS AND
YOUNG FICTION

Pamela Butchart with Louise Bolongaro
Booking Code FC09
Are you writing a picture book and need
practical advice? Or perhaps you’ve written
a picture book but you’re struggling to get it
published? This workshop focuses on the weird
and wonderful world of picture books and how
to make your work as publishable as possible.
You will also explore very young fiction and
the exciting opportunities it presents for new
writers. Award-winning author Pamela Butchart
offers advice and practical suggestions on: the
current market; voice and originality; thinking in
pictures; picture book structure; rhyme, scansion
and translation; word choice and repetition; the
editing process; working with an illustrator and
designer; diversity; approaching agents
and publishers.
The course includes a one-hour session on the
editor’s perspective with Louise Bolongaro,
Head of Picture Books at Nosy Crow.
PAST, FUTURE AND MYTHICAL WORLDS

Ian Drury
Booking Code FC10
Writing in an imaginary world is one of the
greatest challenges for a writer. It must be
internally consistent and believable, yet the
world-building cannot be done at the expense
of the narrative. Writing in a real historical period
is almost as difficult, with the added problem
that many historians love reading historical
fiction… This course investigates how to write
about worlds that are very different from
our own. It includes ideas on how to: build a
convincing world, without killing the narrative
in the process; write characters whose world
and world view may be very alien to ours; avoid
common mistakes in submitting debut scripts
in SF/Fantasy and Historical Fiction; understand
publishers’ expectations for these genres, and
the state of the market today.
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FRIDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
19.45-20.45
10 MINUTES OF HELLOS

Talk by Vanessa Amberleigh, presenter, writer and executive producer
This talk tackles the myths surrounding writing for children’s TV with an emphasis on pre-school
scripting. If you’ve ever thought writing for the younger viewer was easy - think again! Would you be
able to explain the solar system to a five year old? Or show them how to cope with a tragedy? Or make
them laugh their socks off? BAFTA-winning script editor and producer Vanessa Amberleigh gives an
insider’s insight into writing scripts for an audience with the best imaginations in the world.
St. Alphege Building.
19.45-20.45
LAUNCH OF MA ANTHOLOGY
LITMUS 2017
Each year, students from the University’s MA Writing for Children and MA Creative and Critical Writing
produce an anthology of new work. Meet the students, find out about studying at Winchester and listen
to a selection of quick-fire readings from Litmus 2017 that will leave you wanting more. Senior Common
Room, Main Building.
19.45-21.15
MEET THE EDITORS WITH MSLEXIA
Independent publishers are the first step to literary stardom for many novelists – and for writers of short
fiction and poetry they are the only game in town. To find out what they are looking for and how to
submit, come along to an informal discussion with three specially invited editors, and find out what
they can do for you. Chaired by Mslexia’s Editor, Debbie Taylor. Stripe Auditorium.
21.30-23.30
OPEN MIC READINGS
Speakers, attendees and members of the public are invited to read excerpts from their published or
unpublished short stories, novels, poems or plays. Terrace Lounge in the University Centre.
Sign up for the Open Mic on the day. Choose to read at either the Friday or Saturday Open Mic, but
not both, please.

SATURDAY 17 JUNE
09.00-10.00
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Special guest Lemn Sissay MBE delivers this year’s Keynote Address, followed by questions from the
audience and a book signing. Stripe Auditorium.
.
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SATURDAY TALK #1
10.30-11.30

STRANGE WORLDS: WRITING AND
SELLING GENRE FICTION

WRITING FOR YOUNG ADULTS

John Berlyne
Booking code ST04

David Owen
Booking code ST01
YA novelist David Owen reveals how writing for
young adults gives you the freedom to blend
genres and explore a huge range of subjects,
and discusses the importance of reflecting the
experiences of young people.
THE DOOR TO IDEAS

Judy Waite
Booking code ST02
An interactive session using image and
visualisation to evolve characters and establish
settings, triggering potential stories for an
age range of seven years to 700 years - if your
imagination can stretch that far!
HOW TO WRITE A SYNOPSIS

Debbie Taylor (two hour talk)*
Booking code ST03
Debbie Taylor’s foolproof method aims to take the
pain out of writing the most difficult page of text
a novelist has to compose. This is a workshop for
writers who have already started or completed a
novel. We will be working with your established
characters and plotlines to tease out the key
features on which to concentrate. Debbie is the
editor of Mslexia and an experienced tutor, as well
as an acclaimed novelist.
* This talk lasts for two hours and constitutes Talk #1 and Talk
#2. You are expected to stay for the entire two hours and may
not join the talk in the second hour.

Literary agent John Berlyne discusses market
expectations and understanding your genre
when writing Science Fiction, Fantasy,
and Horror.
PUBLICISING YOUR BOOK

Maria McCarthy
Booking code ST05
Advice from an experienced journalist and
broadcaster on how to maximise publicity for
your book in print media and on radio and TV,
with tips on getting and giving interviews and
attracting reviews.
POLISHING YOUR MANUSCRIPT

Adrienne Dines
Booking code ST06
Story written? This talk by novelist and highly
experienced writing tutor Adrienne Dines is a
whistle-stop tour of pitfalls and useful detours
on the way to polished perfection!
FROM FACT TO FICTION

William Ryan
Booking code ST07
William Ryan’s acclaimed novel The Constant
Soldier was based on a photograph album that
belonged to an SS Officer. Using photographs,
William will show how the album inspired and
shaped the novel.

HOW TO BOOK FOR THE FESTIVAL
To book, please go to www.writersfestival.co.uk and click on the link for FESTIVAL
REGISTRATION. Please book early to secure a place. One-to-one appointments fill quickly.
For Booking and Full Terms and Conditions go to the Festival page of

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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SATURDAY TALK #2
11.40-12.40
YOUR CHILDREN’S EDITOR AND YOU

Ruth Bennett and Barry Timms of Little Tiger
Booking code ST08
Getting a book deal is just the beginning! Find
out what to expect from working with an editor
once your book has been acquired. We’ll cover
the do’s, the don’ts and more…
THE IMPORTANCE OF RESEARCH IN
YOUR BOOK’S LIFECYCLE

M G Leonard
Booking code ST09
M G Leonard, author of the best-selling novel
Beetle Boy, discusses why robust research can
enrich your prose and help provide a unique
hook for your books, public events and future
creative writing workshops.
HOW TO GET PUBLISHED IN A GLOBAL
MARKET: SELLING YOUR WORK IN
ENGLISH AND IN TRANSLATION

Lorella Belli
Booking code ST10
Some authors succeed in different countries
and languages. How can you give your book the
best chance of doing so? An agent’s tips on how
to make your work appeal to an international
readership, gain more readers and earn
more money.
TAKING THE SELF-PUBLISHING ROUTE

Pentangle Press
Booking code ST11
Three authors share their experience of selfpublishing. They will discuss what you need to
consider and what corners you should not cut,
plus advice on cover design, blurbs and how to
take the next step.
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LEARNING THE LANGUAGE OF CRIME

Helen Fields
Booking code ST12
Novelist Helen Fields discusses editing to ensure
maximum pace, being selective over descriptive
text, keeping dialogue sharp and plot focussed,
and having a key plot point per chapter.
WRITING ALOUD

Elizabeth Enfield
Booking code ST13
We hear stories before we are able to read. But
how do you write to be heard? What works
best when read aloud at live events or over
the airwaves? Writer and broadcaster Lizzie
Enfield discusses the oral tradition and its
contemporary incarnation.

WINCHESTER WRITERS’ FESTIVAL 2017

SATURDAY TALK #3
14.00-15.00
DRAWING (OR WRITING) DOWN
THE MOON

Anna McKerrow
Booking code ST14
Explore ways to write real, three-dimensional
witches and sacrifice those tired witch tropes to
the Gods Of Better Fiction with Anna McKerrow,
author of Crow Moon and Red Witch.
THE AGENT AND THE SUBMISSION
LETTER

Felicity Trew
Booking code ST15
The first part of this talk discusses what agents
do and how this relationship can help you as
a writer. The second part focuses on the art of
pitching your writing and yourself. As an agent’s
first encounter with your writing, the submission
letter must be spot on!
WHODUNNIT: HOW IT’S DONE

Linda Bennett
Booking code ST16

THE SHORT STORY MARKET

Carole Burns
Booking code ST18
Many writers begin their careers by publishing
short stories. This talk focuses on the submission
process: where and how to submit, and making
sure your story is ready.
AVOIDING THE SLUSH PILE

Simon Hall
Booking code ST19
A quick-fire hour of tips to help you avoid
the slush pile, and instead give your writing a
distinctive appeal to agents and publishers.
WRITING, PITCHING, TWEETING
WOMEN’S FICTION

Rachael Featherstone
Booking code ST20
What does it take to make your women’s fiction
submission stand out? Romantic comedy author
Rachael Featherstone discusses novel ideas and
titles, Twitter pitches and those festival
one-to-ones.

Linda shares advice, tips and examples from her
experiences both as Commissioning Editor for
crime fiction at Salt Publishing and as an author
of crime novels herself. For writers of crime,
thrillers and mystery novels.
STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD:
HOW TO HOOK AGENTS, PUBLISHERS
AND READERS

Alysoun Owen
Booking code ST17
What makes one book stand out from another?
How can you promote and sell your idea or
manuscript to agents, publishers and readers?
This session will consider how best to engage
your ‘market’. The advice is relevant for the
agent-publisher and self-publishing routes.

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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SATURDAY TALK #4
15.45-16.45
JOKING ASIDE…
Mark Lowery
Booking code ST21
Hints, tips and theories about writing funny
books from prize-winning children’s author Mark
Lowery. With a few gags thrown in to boot!
REACHING YOUR READERS

M G Leonard
Booking code ST22
Can you reach new readers via Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram, tumblr or by blogging?
Novelist and digital media expert M G
Leonard offers tips on using social media as a
professional writer, and suggests ways for you to
become a part of the literary world online.
THE AGENT’S EYE VIEW

Diana Beaumont
Booking code ST23
Diana Beaumont discusses the role of the
literary agent and answers your questions about
recent developments and trends in the industry.
THE MATHEMATICS OF PUBLISHING

Scott Pack
Booking code ST24

COMMERCIAL BREAKS

Sareeta Domingo
Booking code ST25
How do you start writing contemporary
commercial women’s fiction without getting
too bogged down with genre or plot? Sareeta
Domingo draws on experiences as an author/
editor to help you navigate your way from first
ideas to action.
WRITING A WINNING PROPOSAL

Kathryn Aalto
Booking code ST26
What do acquisition editors want? How do you
develop a hook that isn’t hokey? How do you
present yourself as an author? This lively and
informative talk will provide tips and approaches
to help you craft winning nonfiction proposals.
EAT, WRITE, LOVE: FEASTING ON
THE SENSES

Susmita Bhattacharya
Booking code ST27
Food can be incredibly evocative in fiction
and nonfiction. Novelist Susmita Bhattacharya
introduces the perfect literary appetisers and
serves up an exercise to help you write those
delicious details.

Publisher and former bookseller, Scott Pack,
delves into the hidden facts and figures behind
the publishing industry, revealing some startling
trade secrets in the process.

HOW TO BOOK FOR THE FESTIVAL
To book, please go to www.writersfestival.co.uk and click on the link for FESTIVAL
REGISTRATION. Please book early to secure a place. One-to-one appointments fill quickly.
For Booking and Full Terms and Conditions go to the Festival page of

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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SATURDAY EVENING EVENTS
17.00-18.00
FESTIVAL READING WITH CLAIRE FULLER
Claire Fuller, winner of the Desmond Elliot Prize for Fiction for her acclaimed debut novel
Our Endless Numbered Days, reads from her new novel Swimming Lessons with a Q&A and
book signing. No need for attendees to book in advance. Sponsored by Kyoto
Kitchen, Winchester.
17.00-18.00
FIRST CHAPTER, FIRST PARAGRAPH, FIRST LINE
An editing workshop with Sara Sarré and Emma Haynes of bluepencilagency, using examples of
excellent first lines and paragraphs and why they work. No need for attendees to book in advance.
bluepencilagency offers editorial and reading services for published authors and aspiring writers as well
as introductions to literary agents and advice on submissions. www.bluepencilagency.com.
18.30-19.15
COMPETITION WINNERS ANNOUNCED – FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
The Terrace Bar Lounge in the University Centre.
19.30-21.30
SATURDAY FESTIVAL DINNER
Dress up or dress down for a celebratory three-course dinner with wine, then sit back and relax while
our special guest speaker, crime novelist Helen Fields, reveals how she drew upon her experience as a
criminal barrister to write her thrilling debut novel Perfect Remains.
21:30-23:00
SATURDAY OPEN MIC READINGS
Festival attendees are invited to read excerpts from their published or unpublished short stories, novels,
poems or plays next to the Terrace Bar. Spots open for those who have not already read at the Friday
Open Mic.

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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SUNDAY 18 JUNE
SUNDAY WORKSHOPS 9.30-15.30
These friendly all-day workshops include
two half-hour coffee and biscuit breaks
and a hearty buffet lunch.

boundaries of ‘normal’ people to help you create
believable fantasy – imaginary worlds peopled
by characters that readers can engage with.
Bring along a setting or character to develop
during the day.
THE POWER OF POINT OF VIEW

THE MAGIC OF MIDDLE
GRADE FICTION

Lorna Fergusson
Booking Code WS04

Helen Dennis
Booking Code WS01

‘Point of view is the window that you, the fiction
writer, open onto your imaginary world.’
Jenny Newman

This workshop is designed to help those keen to
write adventure stories for middle grade readers
(aged 8-14). Activities will focus on exploring
what marks out middle grade fiction from books
for younger or older readers. Award-winning
children’s novelist Helen Dennis will guide you
through writing exercises that focus on narrative
voice, plotting, structure and pace, along with
how to write engaging characters within stories
that deliver emotionally as well as providing a
thrilling ride for the reader.
FROM FIRST IDEAS TO SCRIPT

Lisa Evans
Booking Code WS02
Throughout this all-day workshop participants
will use a range of processes to develop writing
confidence, skills and technique. Lisa Evans will
guide you through exercises that focus on story,
dialogue and character in a safe, supportive
group to show you how to progress ideas into
scripts. By the end of the day you will be able
to use both prose and dialogue to show what
characters feel but don’t say. You will learn
how to let action show emotion and how to
leave space for the audience to use their own
experience and imagination.
FANTASY: REAL PEOPLE IN
IMAGINARY WORLDS

Rebecca Alexander
Booking Code WS03
What enthrals us about fantasy is the world the
reader is drawn into. Whether you are writing a
ghost story, sci-fi or horror you need to make it
plausible, making characters’ actions and beliefs
consistent. This workshop draws on urban myth,
fairy stories and the psychological
12

www.writersfestival.co.uk

During this inspiring day-long workshop you will
explore how to add extra power to your story
by choosing the right point of view. Focused
writing exercises will help you test the variety
of options for compelling narrative perspective
and voice. You will learn about the range of
points of view available to you, the benefits and
limitations of each and how to play with reader
expectation and involvement along the way.
CHARACTER PORTRAITS IN POETRY–
ESCAPING THE EGO

Rhian Edwards
Booking Code WS05
In the first half of this workshop, acclaimed poet
Rhian Edwards offers writing exercises that focus
upon constructing and depicting characters
and personalities in poetry, using friends, family,
lovers and strangers, objects and emotions, and
most fundamentally, writing in the second and
third person. This will inject verve and versatility
into your writing, while sidestepping the
inevitable trappings of purely autobiographical
verse. For the afternoon session, Rhian invites
attendees to bring in copies of their work for
constructive feedback on how they can polish
their selected poems for magazine publication,
competitions, or for publication in either a
poetry chapbook or collection.

WINCHESTER WRITERS’ FESTIVAL 2017

TIGHTENING THE NOOSE

Simon Hall
Booking Code WS06
From romance to crime and everything
in between, tension and drama are vital
ingredients of successful stories.
During this workshop you will learn how to
make sure the stakes are high by creating
characters with lots to win or lose, and how this
can drive them to extraordinary lengths. You will
explore how to use jeopardy and suspense to
make your stories compelling, and examine how
to accentuate the atmosphere of your setting
for maximum dramatic effect.
FROM JANE AUSTEN’S POCKET

Rebecca Smith
Booking Code WS07
This friendly, practical workshop is ideal if you’re
working on a novel, short fiction, or just starting
to write. Taking inspiration from Jane Austen’s
immortal characters and beautifully crafted
plots, Rebecca Smith’s innovative exercises will
focus on the essentials of writing including
dialogue, characterization, setting and pace,
with plenty of opportunities to share and gain
feedback on what you produce. Using Jane
Austen’s methods and techniques, you’ll make
good progress with your writing on the day and
in the future.
YOU THE PROTAGONIST:
WRITING ABOUT YOUR LIFE

Paul Dodgson
Booking Code WS08
Our lives offer rich seams of material for writing,
but how can we best translate life experience
into compelling prose? This course offers
techniques to identify stories in a tangle of life
events and suggest methods for amplifying
faded memories. You will dive into language,
tenses and perspective to see how they
change the protagonist’s voice. You will look at
improving life story though editing and discuss
the fine line between truth and lies. Along the
way you will listen to extracts from published
memoirs and undertake exercises to put what is
learned into practice. Whether you want to write
a memoir or try something new to inspire your
fiction, this workshop will help you tell the story
of your life.

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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FESTIVAL SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
AND ONE-TO-ONE AVAILABILITY
Friday and Saturday attendees may
apply on the booking form for two
one-to-one appointments per day with
specialists who will offer constructive
criticism on work-in-progress, discuss
publishing/marketing possibilities and
give advice on writing difficulties. Each
appointment lasts 15 minutes.
Please carefully read each biography,
check whether the speaker is available
for appointments and consider what
each speaker is or is not looking for
before deciding who you’d like to meet.
KATHRYN AALTO

Author
Kathryn Aalto is an American
landscape historian and writing
lecturer. She is the author of two
nonfiction books including the New York Times
bestseller, The Natural World of Winnie-thePooh: A Walk Through the Forest that Inspired the
Hundred Acre Wood. For 25 years, Kathryn has
focused on places where nature and culture
intersect. She teaches writing and the literature
of nature and place, designs gardens and writes
about the natural world. She is represented
by Foundry Literary & Media in New York City.
www.kathrynaalto.com
REBECCA ALEXANDER

Author
Rebecca Alexander completed an
MA at the University of Winchester
and her dissertation fantasy
novels (The Secrets of Life and
Death series) are published by Del Rey UK. Her
forthcoming novel A Baby’s Bones is based on an
archaeologist uncovering a murder in the past
and will be published by Titan in 2018. She is
also a psychologist with an interest in magical
thinking and parapsychology.
www.rebeccca-alexander.co.uk
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VANESSA AMBERLEIGH

Executive Producer, Presenter, Author,
Script-Editor
A BA Hons graduate of King Alfred’s
College, Winchester, Vanessa began
her working career as a clown, an
actress, a children’s TV presenter and is now
Executive Producer for In-House Production
at CBeebies, BBC. Vanessa has worked for the
majority of UK children’s TV broadcasters across
a diverse variety of shows as a writer, scripteditor and producer. She won Children’s BAFTAs
for both Comedy and Entertainment in 2015
and a Royal Television Society North West
Award 2016.
DAVINIA ANDREW-LYNCH

Literary Agent, Andlyn Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One
Appointments.
Please submit a one-page synopsis
and first three chapters.
Looking for laugh-out-loud MG and YA
contemporary fiction. Likes a bit of romance
but nothing ‘angsty’ - more Rom-Com territory.
Also very keen to find younger fiction, 5-7 years.
Ultimately anything which is fun! Not interested
in material which is ‘cute’ or saccharine, dystopia
or anything depressing or didactic.
Andlyn is a small agency looking for writers and
illustrators whose material can be told through
varying mediums. www.andlyn.co.uk
CARA ARMSTRONG

Literary Agent, HHB
Friday One-to-One Appointments.
Please send a cover letter, synopsis
and first three chapters.
Looking for popular commercial women’s
fiction, thrillers, historical fiction, memoir. Not
looking for SF, fantasy or YA.
Cara graduated from Durham University in
2015 with a degree in English Literature. As
well as being a keen cook and sportswoman,
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her interests include European languages, art,
dance and the theatre. She is actively seeking
non-fiction authors of popular science, food
and cookery, lifestyle, nature writing and history.
In fiction, Cara is looking for women’s fiction,
romance, thrillers, and historical fiction focusing
on untold or misrepresented figures.
www.hhbagency.com
BECKY BAGNELL

Literary Agent, Lindsay Literary Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One
Appointments.
Please submit a covering letter, a
single-page synopsis and the first 1500 words.
Looking for middle grade to young adult fiction.
Not interested in picture books, adult fiction or
non-fiction.
Becky Bagnell set up the Lindsay Literary Agency
in 2008 having worked as a commissioning
editor at Macmillan. The agency represents a
wide range of award-winning children’s authors
including Sam Gayton, Sue Wallman and Pamela
Butchart. Becky has a particular interest in
discovering debut authors and finding fresh
writing talent from middle-grade and up to
young adult.
www.lindsayliteraryagency.co.uk
DIANA BEAUMONT

Literary Agent, Marjacq
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter, synopsis
and first chapter.
Looking for quality commercial fiction and
accessible literary fiction, crime, thrillers, lifestyle,
cookery, feminism and anything with a strong,
original voice. Not looking for children’s, SF and
fantasy.
Diana Beaumont started agenting with Rupert
Heath Literary Agency in 2011. Prior to this
she was a senior commissioning editor at
Transworld where she published numerous
bestselling authors. Diana was chosen as one of
The Bookseller’s Rising Stars of 2012. Books she’s
represented range from ground-breaking The
Meat Liquor Chronicles to Man Booker longlisted
The Marrying of Chani Kaufman.
www.marjacq.com

LORELLA BELLI

Literary Agent, LBLA
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please send cover letter, synopsis,
initial two chapters for fiction;
proposal, chapters outline and one full chapter
for nonfiction.
Looking for commercial and literary fiction,
women’s fiction, YA, mainstream non-fiction,
crime/thrillers, suspense, historical, books which
have the potential to sell in many languages and
upmarket fiction with crossover potential. Not
looking for chicklit, cosy crime and mysteries,
historical fiction set in ‘popular’ periods, nonfiction which is too niche, short stories, SF,
fantasy, horror, poetry, children’s or specialist
non-fiction subjects.
Lorella set up her literary and management
agency in London’s Notting Hill in 2002. She
represents bestselling, award-winning, selfpublished and debut authors of fiction and
general non-fiction, and is particularly interested
in books with a multicultural perspective and
a genuine potential to sell internationally. Her
agency has a network of co-agents worldwide;
they also partner up with various American and
film/TV agencies so that clients are effectively
represented in all media and territories.
www.lorellabelliagency.com
LINDA BENNETT

Director and Commissioning Editor,
Salt Publishing
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit cover letter, synopsis
and first chapter.
Looking for literary crime fiction, edgy literary
fiction. Not interested in SF or fantasy.
A note about the synopsis: this should NOT
be a chapter-by-chapter précis of the book. It
should not be more than 5 pages long, shorter
if possible. The first 3-4 pages should consist
of a resume of the plot and descriptions of key
characters and their motivations, along with any
other points that make your book special. The
final page should consist of a series of bullet
points that state clearly what type of reader the
book is aimed at, why you want to be published
by Salt, and what you think its key selling
features will be.
www.writersfestival.co.uk
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Linda has worked in bookselling and publishing
since 1978 and has been a director of Salt
Publishing since 2004. She also writes crime
fiction under the pseudonym Christina James.
She has been a Salt editor for five years and is
deeply involved in encouraging and promoting
all the authors on Salt’s list. She runs writers’
workshops and is a frequent speaker at literary
events and festivals. www.saltpublishing.com
RUTH BENNETT

Senior Commissioning Editor, Stripes,
fiction imprint of Little Tiger Group
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter, singlepage synopsis and first chapter.
Ruth was named as a Rising Star in The Bookseller
in 2016. She is always looking for new writing for
the Stripes list, from funny and accessible young
fiction to heart-stopping YA. She is particularly
interested in commissioning highly original and
commercial fiction for middle-grade readers.
Not interested in picture books or non-fiction.
www.littletiger.co.uk/stripes-publishing
JOHN BERLYNE

Director and Literary Agent, Zeno
Agency Ltd
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first fifteen pages.
Looking for mainstream commercial fiction
with genre leanings and conventional high
quality science fiction, fantasy, horror and all
permutations thereof. Not interested in any
material not fulfilling the above criteria.
John is the director of Zeno Agency Ltd, a
London-based literary agency specialising in
science fiction, fantasy and horror. The agency
represents a top-drawer range of genre authors,
both as primary agent and in association with a
number of well-known agencies abroad. Their
list comprises major brand-names, high profile
award winners, talented début authors and
prestigious literary estates.
www.zenoagency.com
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FRANCA BERNATAVICIUS

Literary Agent, Zeno Agency Ltd
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first chapter.
Looking for children’s and young adult fiction,
anything from age 8+, but especially YA
romance, dystopia or psychological thrillers.
For an adult readership she is looking for high
fantasy, literary fiction and magical realism. Not
interested in SF for adults and picture books.
Franca began her career at Walker Books in 2008,
before moving to work as a foreign rights agent,
managing a children’s and YA list that included
novels such as The Hunger Games trilogy and the
Paddington Bear novels. She then spent several
years handling licensing rights within children’s
television and film at Entertainment One, before
coming to work at Zeno in 2016.
www.zenoagency.com
SUSMITA BHATTACHARYA

Author and lecturer
Susmita Bhattacharya is a writer
and associate lecturer at Winchester
University. She also facilitates the
SO: Write Young Writers Group in
Southampton. Her debut novel, The Normal State
of Mind (Parthian), was published in March 2015.
Her short stories have been broadcast on Radio
4 and appeared in several literary journals in
the UK and internationally such as Wasafiri, Litro,
Riptide, Eleven Eleven and Tears in the Fence.
ANNA BOATMAN

Editorial Director, Piatkus
Friday and Saturday One-to-One
Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first chapter.
Looking for books across the range of women’s
fiction and romance. Not interested in crime,
nonfiction or children’s fiction.
Anna Boatman began her career at Mills & Boon
and moved three years ago to Little, Brown,
where she is now Editorial Director of Piatkus
Fiction. She has been commissioning and
editing for seven years and is always looking
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for fresh and exciting voices in women’s fiction
across a range of genres, including but not
limited to paranormal, historical, sci fi and
romantic comedy.
www.littlebrown.co.uk
LOUISE BOLONGARO

Head of Picture Books, Nosy Crow
Friday One-to-One Appointments.
book itself.

Please submit a title, one-line
description and the picture

Interested in fresh and original prose voices
that work well for the target audience. Not
interested in any kind of art direction unless
absolutely necessary.
Picture books are Louise’s life-blood. She has
worked in publishing for nearly twenty years
and, after cutting her teeth at Macmillan, then
running the picture book list at Puffin, she has
come home to roost in the Crow’s Nest. At Nosy
Crow, every book must be child-focussed and
parent-friendly and, quite simply, the best book
it can possibly be. www.nosycrow.com
JESSIE BOTTERILL

Editor, Bookouture
Friday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first chapter.
Looking for commercial fiction, crime, thrillers,
psychological suspense. Not looking for literary
fiction or non-fiction.
After nearly seven years working as a literary
agent for Janklow & Nesbit UK, Jessie joined
the Bookouture team to pursue a passion for
commercial fiction with the best of the best in
digital publishing. Jessie is always on the lookout for stand-out voices and original storytelling.
The books she loves have clever plots, ingenious
hooks and always, always, a compelling
protagonist with an unforgettable voice.
Whether crime, thrillers, psychological suspense
or book-club fiction, for Jessie it’s about smart,
commercial ideas with big ambition.
www.bookouture.com

CAROLE BURNS

Author and Lecturer
Carole Burns’s collection, The
Missing Woman and Other Stories,
won the 2015 John C. Zacharis First
Book Award by Ploughshares. An
associate professor and head of creative writing
at the University of Southampton, Carole also
writes book reviews and author interviews for
The Washington Post. Her non-fiction book, Off
the Page: Writers Talk About Beginnings, Endings,
and Everything in Between, published by W.W.
Norton, is based on interviews with 43 writers
including A.S. Byatt, Andrea Levy and Colm
Tóibín. www.caroleburns.com
PAMELA BUTCHART

Author
Pamela is an award-winning
children’s author and philosophy
teacher. Her picture books, early
fiction, young fiction and middle
grade have been translated into ten languages
and published around the world. Pamela won
the Blue Peter Best Story Award 2015 and the
Children’s Book Award 2016. She also judged
the 2017 Scottish Booktrust New Writers’ Award
and the 2016 Blue Peter Book Awards. Pamela
got her first ‘Big Break’ at the Winchester Writers’
Festival in 2011 and is excited to come back and
share what she has learned since!
YGRAINE CADLOCK

Senior Picture Book Editor, Hodder
Children’s Books
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please send short biography and a
complete picture book text.
Only interested in picture books suitable for
readers up to 6 years old. Looking to acquire
strong stories that are a joy to share and make
you want to read them again and again, with
fresh voices and exciting, appealing characters.
Ygraine has been a children’s editor for over
seven years in a variety of companies and is now
the senior picture book editor on the Hodder
Children’s list. She works with bestselling authors
and illustrators, debut talents and licensed
brands on their renowned illustrated book list.
www.hachettechildrens.co.uk
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AMBER CARAVÉO

JULIA CHURCHILL

Literary Agent, Skylark Literary Agency
Friday One-to-One Appointments.

Literary Agent, AM Heath
Friday and Saturday One-to-One
Appointments.

Please submit a cover letter, onepage synopsis of your complete
story and first 3000 words.
Amber is searching for fiction for children and
young adults, ages 5 up to YA/crossover titles.
Please no picture books or rhyming texts.
Amber Caravéo is the co-founder of Skylark
Literary, a specialist agency that seeks and
supports the very best in Children’s and YA
fiction. Prior to Skylark, Amber was Editorial
Director for Orion Children’s Books where
she worked with a host of prize-winning and
bestselling authors such as Caroline Lawrence,
Liz Kessler and Holly Black. She has also
worked for Random House Children’s Books
and for Working Partners, where she edited
and developed the million-copy selling series
phenomenon, Rainbow Magic.
www.skylark-literary.com

Julia runs the children’s department at A M
Heath. She says ‘I’m lucky to represent some
fabulous writers, but I’m always on the lookout
for new writing talent. I’m looking for debut
and established authors with storytelling magic,
from picture book texts right up to YA fiction.’
www.amheath.com
ANNE CLARK

Literary Agent, Anne Clark
Literary Agency
Friday One-to-One Appointments.

Literary Agent, Curtis Brown
Friday One-to-One Appointments.

Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first chapter for fiction; outline and
three sample pages for non-fiction; or complete
text of a picture book.

Please submit cover letter, synopsis
and first 15 pages.

Looking for picture books, fiction and nonfiction
for children and teenagers.

CATHERINE CHO

Interested in upmarket book group and
literary fiction, particularly speculative fiction,
magical realism, science fiction and fantasy.
Also narrative memoir and nature writing. Not
interested in humour, satire, horror or romance.
Catherine joined Curtis Brown in 2015 where
she works with Jonny Geller. She is building her
list in fiction and non-fiction. Originally from
the US, her background is in law and public
affairs. She lived in Hong Kong for several years
and worked in Washington DC before joining
Folio Literary Management in New York. Some
of her favourite authors are Margaret Atwood,
Chimamanda Adichie, Karen Russell, Elizabeth
Strout and Robin Hobb.
www.curtisbrown.co.uk
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Julia is happy to chat about the
contemporary market for children’s books
(picture books to YA) and the agenting/
publishing process. Send in no more than 300
words outlining your story or character idea
and/or your writing or publishing queries.
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Anne launched the Anne Clark Literary
Agency in 2012 after twenty years in children’s
publishing as a commissioning editor/
editorial director at Piccadilly Press and Hodder
Children’s Books. Clients include Anne Booth,
Pippa Goodhart, Greg Gormley and Tamsin
Cooke. She is looking for fresh voices in picture
books, fiction and non-fiction for children and
teenagers across all genres.
www.anneclarkliteraryagency.co.uk
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RACHEL CONWAY

Literary Agent, Georgina Capel
Associates Ltd
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first three chapters.
Looking for literary fiction, well-written
commercial fiction, crime and thrillers, YA.
Rachel Conway is a literary agent and director
of Georgina Capel Associates Ltd. She studied
Comparative Literature at King’s College London
and, after spending time at various publishing
houses and literary agencies, joined Georgina
Capel in 2010. Her list includes Dylan Thomas
Prize, Orwell Prize and Waterstones Children’s
Book Prize shortlisted authors, as well as winners
of the Manchester Fiction Prize, Irish Book of the
Year, and the YA Book Prize. She also represents
a wide range of non-fiction writers, including
scholars, journalists and cooks.
www.georginacapel.com
HELEN DENNIS

Author
Helen Dennis (also writing as H L
Dennis) is the author of the Secret
Breakers and River of Ink adventure
series, published by Hodder Children’s
Books. Her books have been translated into seven
languages and nominated for several prizes
including the Carnegie Medal. She met her first
editor at a one-to-one session at the Winchester
Writers’ Conference. She is represented by Veronique
Baxter at David Higham Associates.
www.hldennis.com

in the UK and Ireland. Working in prisons,
hospices and the College of Preachers, she
encourages new and experienced writers
to develop their craft, with emphasis on
storytelling - how it works, when it works and
what to do when it doesn’t.
PAUL DODGSON

Author
Paul Dodgson is a writer and
musician whose credits include
theatre and radio plays, musicals
and screenplays. Among the many plays written
for BBC Radio 4 are three memoir pieces,
Home, You Drive Me Crazy and On The Road Not
Taken. Paul has taught creative writing at UK
universities including Exeter and Falmouth and
has taught life writing workshops across the UK,
Europe and Canada. On The Road Not Taken will
be published by Unbound Books in 2018.
www.writinglife.co.uk
SAREETA DOMINGO

Author
Sareeta Domingo is the author of
The Nearness of You (Little, Brown,
2016), as well as several published
short stories and novellas. With over a decade
of experience in publishing, she works as a
freelance editor alongside her writing career,
and blogs about contemporary romantic
fiction on her blog, The Palate Cleanser http://
thepalatecleanserblog.wordpress.com. She
campaigns for greater diversity in publishing
and was a panellist at the inaugural Bare Lit
Festival. She lives in South East London with her
husband. www.sareetadomingo.com

ADRIENNE DINES

Author
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Adrienne’s appointments are for
30 mins each to allow for indepth feedback on your manuscript or writing
concerns. This counts as TWO of your allotted
appointments.
Please submit up to 1000 words and a cover
letter outlining your specific writing concerns.
Adrienne is a novelist and author of Soft Voices
Whispering and The Jigsaw Maker, as well as a
tutor and speaker for a variety of organisations
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IAN DRURY

Literary Agent, Sheil Land Associates
Friday One-to-One Appointments.
Please send cover letter, synopsis
and first chapter.
Looking for SF, fantasy, historical fiction, thrillers.
Not interested in YA.
Ian has been a literary agent at Sheil Land
Associates for nine years. Before that he worked
in the magazine business and spent ten years as
commissioning editor, later publisher at Collins
then at Weidenfeld & Nicolson. Since he is also
the author of a number of history books, he has
seen this business from all sides. Clients include
bestselling fantasy novelist Mark Lawrence,
and the historical novelists Angus Donald and
Robert Fabbri. www.sheilland.com
AMY DURANT

Publishing Director, Endeavour Press
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter/bio,
synopsis and first chapter.
Looking for historical fiction, but actively
acquiring crime fiction, thrillers, women’s fiction
and romantic fiction. Not interested in children’s,
YA, fantasy, science fiction and horror.
Amy graduated from Manchester University
with a First Class BA (Hons) in English Literature.
She completed her MA in Modern and
Contemporary Culture, Literature and Thought
in 2012 and is now working part-time on a PhD
on Aphra Behn. She has been working with
Endeavour Press since January 2013 where she
is now Publishing Director.
www.endeavourpress.com
RHIAN EDWARDS

Poet
Rhian is a multi-award winning
poet. Her first collection Clueless
Dogs (Seren) won Wales Book of
the Year 2013, the Roland Mathias
Prize for Poetry 2013 and Wales Book of the Year
People’s Choice 2013. It was also shortlisted for
the Forward Prize for Best First Collection 2012.
Rhian’s pamphlet Parade the Fib (Tall Lighthouse)
was awarded the Poetry Book Society Pamphlet
Choice for autumn 2008. Her poems have also
appeared in the Guardian, The New Statesman,
20
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The Spectator, Poetry Review, Poetry London, Poetry
Wales, Planet Magazine and various anthologies.
Rhian’s forthcoming pamphlet of bird poems
Brood, which chronicles motherhood, failed
pregnancies and the demise of a marriage, is
published by Seren in January 2017. Rhian lives
in Bridgend, South Wales with her daughter
Megan. www.rhianedwards.co.uk
ELIZABETH ENFIELD

Author
Elizabeth Enfield combines novel
writing with work as a freelance
journalist alongside teaching
journalism and creative writing. Her
novels are: Living With It (Myriad Editions, 2014),
Uncoupled (Headline, 2012) and What You Don’t
Know (Headline, 2011). Ivy and Abe, a love story
inspired by quantum physics is published by
Michael Joseph in spring 2017. Her short stories
have been broadcast on Radio 4 and published
in various magazines and anthologies.
LISA EVANS

Playwright
Lisa Evans is an award-winning
playwright whose work for the
theatre includes Up The Duff; The
Day The Waters Came (Writers Guild
Award Best Play for Young Audiences); Glory
Glory; Run!!; Keep Smiling Through; The Angel
Tide; Stamping, Shouting and Singing Home; Rise
Up; The Red Chair (British Theatre Association
Award); Getting to the Foot of the Mountain, Under
Exposure (British Theatre Association Award)
and Once We Were Mothers (finalist for the John
Whiting Award). Her stage adaptations include
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, Villette, East Lynne,
Frankenstein, Cat’s Eye, Jamaica Inn and The Maid
of Buttermere. Besides her work for radio, Lisa
also writes for television, where her credits
include The Bill, Holby City, Peak Practice, Casualty
and EastEnders. Lisa has been Resident Writer at
Theatre Centre and at Temba Theatre Company
and Associate Writer for Theatre by the Lake,
Keswick. She was Royal Literary Fund Fellow at
Brunel University and at St Margaret’s University.
She runs regular writers’ workshops including
the weekly West London Writers’ Group.
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RACHAEL FEATHERSTONE

HELEN FIELDS

Author

Author

Rachael writes romantic comedies
and her debut novel Puzzle Girl was
published in spring 2017. She has
won prizes for several short stories
and completed a Masters in English Literature.
Rachael met her agent at the 2014 Winchester
Writers’ Festival and, after a couple of rounds
of submissions to publishers, she fulfilled her
lifetime ambition of being a published author.
Rachael is currently working on her fourth novel.
ABIGAIL FENTON

Editor, Bookouture
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first three chapters.
Looking for the full breadth of commercial
fiction, including women’s fiction, romance,
crime and thriller, psychological suspense and
saga. Not interested in children’s, non-fiction,
poetry, fantasy or sci-fi.
Abigail’s career in publishing began at
HarperCollins where she spent five and a
half years, first in the ebooks team and later
in audio. In her most recent role there, she
published audiobooks across the HarperFiction,
HarperNonFiction and Avon lists. At Bookouture,
Abigail is looking for all kinds of commercial
fiction with a clear hook, a compelling narrative
voice, and the ability to stir an emotional
response in the reader. www.bookouture.com
LORNA FERGUSSON

Author and Literary Consultant,
Fictionfire Literary Consultancy
Lorna Fergusson runs Fictionfire
Literary Consultancy, offering
courses and workshops, retreats,
mentoring and editorial services. She has
taught at the Winchester Writers’ Festival
since 2000 and for Oxford University’s various
writing programmes since 2002. In 2013 she
republished The Chase, originally published
by Bloomsbury, and contributed to Studying
Creative Writing for the Creative Writing Studies
imprint. In 2016, she published an ebook
collection of stories, An Oxford Vengeance, which
includes ‘Salt’, which won the Historical Novel
Society’s London 2014 Short Story Award.
www.fictionfire.co.uk.

Helen Fields spent thirteen years
working as a criminal barrister
before making the move to
become a writer/producer for a film
production company. Influenced by TV shows
such as The Fall and Dexter, and authors such as
James Patterson and Michael Connelly, she was
inspired to write crime fiction where the reader
follows the mind of the killer as well as the
investigator. Helen lives in Hampshire with her
husband and three children. Her debut crime
novel, Perfect Remains, was published by Avon
HarperCollins in January 2017.
JO FLETCHER

Publisher, Jo Fletcher Books
Friday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit cover letter, synopsis
(2 pages max) and first chapter,
double-spaced in 12-pt serif font
(Times New Roman).
Jo specialises in science fiction, fantasy
and horror, but has published all types of
commercial fiction including thrillers, crime and
women’s fiction and can always pass anything
outside her own imprint’s needs to colleagues
within Quercus. Not interested in literary fiction.
Jo is founder and publisher of Jo Fletcher Books,
Quercus’ SF/Fantasy/Horror imprint (now part of
Hachette). The former Fleet Street investigative
journalist has worked for, amongst others,
Headline, Pan and Penguin, and ran the Gollancz
genre list for 16 years. Her award-winning,
bestselling authors have included Sir Terry
Pratchett, Sir Arthur C. Clarke, Dan Simmons, Ben
Aaronovitch, Charlaine Harris and Joe Hill. As
well as editing and publishing, she is an awardwinning poet, writer and ghost-writer.
www.jofletcherbooks.co.uk
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CLAIRE FULLER

ELLA KAHN

Author

Literary Agent, Diamond Kahn & Woods
Literary Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One
Appointments.

Claire Fuller’s debut novel, Our
Endless Numbered Days was
published by Penguin in the UK in
2015, and has since been published
in a further twelve countries. It won the 2015
Desmond Elliott Prize for debut fiction and was a
finalist in the 2016 American Bookseller Awards.
It was selected for the Richard & Judy Book
Club as well as the Waterstones Book Club. Her
second novel, Swimming Lessons, was published
in January 2017. www.clairefuller.co.uk
SIMON HALL

Author, crime fiction
Simon Hall is an author of crime
fiction with seven books published,
along with short stories, a play
based on his novels, and even a
pantomime. He’s also a BBC television, radio,
and online news correspondent.
Simon has become popular as a teacher of
writing, with invitations to talk to author groups
and writing schools across Europe. One of his
proudest achievements is the number of writers
he has helped into publication.
www.thetvdetective.com
EMMA HAYNES

Editor, bluepencilagency
Emma Haynes enjoys working
alongside first-time novelists. With
writing, editing and mentoring skills
honed during 20 years in PR she has
a knack for getting to the heart of the problem.
Her commercial background and industry
knowledge ensure manuscripts are seen by the
right literary agents.
www.bluepencilagency.com
JUDITH HENEGHAN

Author and Festival Director
Judith began her career as a
commissioning editor of nonfiction
with Hodder & Stoughton and has
since written over 50 children’s
books – fiction and educational nonfiction. She
is a Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at the
University of Winchester where she leads the
MA Writing for Children. Since 2013 she has also
been Director of the Winchester Writers’ Festival.
22
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Please submit a cover letter, synopsis and 1000
words of your work.
Looking for upmarket contemporary and
historical fiction with a strong hook, science
fiction, and children’s fiction for the 9-12 and
YA age groups in any genre; high-concept,
plot-driven books with compelling stories and
exceptional voice. Also interested in non-fiction
memoir, social/cultural history and biography.
Not looking for horror, erotica, romance
or fantasy.
Ella Kahn is the co-founder of DKW Literary
Agency, launched in 2012 with Bryony Woods.
Together with Bryony, she has won multiple
awards including the 2016 London Book
Fair Trailblazers Award and the 2016 Young
Stationers Award. She has an MA Publishing from
UCL, and volunteered for the Society of Young
Publishers for three years. She represents a wide
range of fiction for adults and children, and
some non-fiction. www.dkwlitagency.co.uk
BARBARA LARGE

Senior Lecturer, Creative Writing
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Barbara’s appointments are for 30
mins each to allow for in-depth
feedback on your manuscript,
writing or marketing concerns. This counts as
TWO of your allotted appointments.
Please submit the first chapter or the first 20
pages, a one page synopsis, cover letter and
back cover blurb. Barbara has expertise in
fiction, non-fiction, biography and memoir, but
is happy to give feedback on any genre.
Barbara was the Founder-Director of the
Winchester Writers’ Conference, 1980-2013 and
Senior Lecturer, Creative Writing. Currently she
directs CreativeWordsMatter. She is an Honorary
Fellow of the University of Winchester, Fellow
of The Royal Society of Arts, member of The
Society of Authors and the National Association
of Writers in Education, Chairman of Hampshire
Writers’ Society and Patron of Easy Read.
www.creativewordsmatter.co.uk
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M G LEONARD

Author
Maya (M G Leonard) has a
first-class honours degree in
English Literature, and an MA in
Shakespeare Studies. She spent
her early career in the music industry running
the independent label Setanta Records, and
managing bands, most notably The Divine
Comedy. After leaving the music industry,
Maya trained as an actor, dabbling in directing,
producing and performing. Prior to becoming
a full-time writer, she worked as a digital
media producer at the National Theatre, The
Royal Opera House and Shakespeare’s Globe.
Her first novel for children, Beetle Boy, has
been shortlisted for numerous awards and is
published in 35 territories around the world.
Its sequel, Beetle Queen, was published in April
2017. www.mgleonard.com
MARK LOWERY

Author
A graduate of the Winchester
University MA Writing for Children,
Mark Lowery is the award-winning
author of four books for children.
He has been twice shortlisted for the Roald
Dahl Funny Prize, as well as being longlisted for
the Branford Boase Award. He has two books
scheduled for release in 2017, and a further
one for 2018. An experienced primary school
teacher, Mark is also in high demand as a public
speaker, both in schools across Europe and at
literary festivals. www.marklowery.co.uk
SARAH MANNING

Literary Agent, The Bent Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One
Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and the first ten pages.
Looking for stories with imaginative worlds
and complex characters. Interested in both
accessible fiction and inspiring non-fiction. Not
looking for children’s, YA, picture books, erotica
or chick lit.
Sarah is a literary agent at the Bent Agency with
a focus on building their adult fiction and nonfiction list in the UK. She is looking for unique
voices and high concepts that draw you straight
to the heart of the narrative. She is acquiring

commercial and literary fiction across a range
of genres including crime/thriller, women’s,
historical and fantasy. For non-fiction, she is
looking for inspiring stories written by inspiring
people. www.thebentagency.com
MARIA MCCARTHY

Author
Maria McCarthy is the author of The
Girls’ Guide to Losing your L Plates and
The Girls’ Car Handbook published
by Simon & Schuster. She is also
a journalist and has written for a wide range
of newspapers and magazines including The
Guardian, The Daily Telegraph, Glamour, Good
Housekeeping, Woman’s Weekly and Saga. Maria is
a regular commentator on motoring matters on
TV and radio and has carried out over 1000 radio
interviews. www.mariamccarthy.co.uk
ANNA MCKERROW

Author
Anna is the author of four volumes
of poetry and two Young Adult
novels, Crow Moon and Red Witch,
which are set in an eco-dystopian
future Britain, with Devon and Cornwall a green
utopia ruled by pagan witches. She is also the
Children’s Book Reviews Editor at the reading
charity BookTrust where she has worked for nine
years. www.annamckerrow.com
GILL MCLAY

Literary Agent, Bath Literary Agency
Friday One-to-One Appointments.
Please send covering letter, synopsis
and first three chapters or whole
manuscript for picture books.
Looking for children’s picture books through
to YA.
Gill McLay has over twenty years of publishing
experience in sales, marketing and the business
of publishing. Now running her own literary
agency in Bath she aims to prepare her clients
to be published and understand the industry,
crossing the bridge from writer to published
author. Gill specialises in children’s writers of
picture books through to Young Adult.
www.bathliteraryagency.com

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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CLIFF MCNISH

ALYSOUN OWEN

Author

Editor, Bloomsbury Publishers Plc
Saturday One-to-One Appointments for
general editorial and submissions
advice only.

Cliff McNish is acclaimed as ‘one of
our most talented thriller writers’
(The Times). His debut fantasy series,
The Doomspell Trilogy, saw him hailed as ‘a great
new voice in writing for children’ (The Bookseller),
and has been published in twenty-six languages
worldwide. His multiple-award winning novel
Breathe: A Ghost Story was voted in May 2013 as
one of the top 100 adult and children’s novels
of all time by The Schools Network of British
Librarians. www.cliffmcnish.com
MADELEINE MILBURN

Literary Agent, Madeleine Milburn
Literary, TV & Film Agency
No One-to-One Appointments planned.
Madeleine is the Founder and
Director of Madeleine Milburn Ltd, a dynamic
London-based literary agency with a reputation
for launching the careers of authors worldwide.
Madeleine is best known for representing
reading club fiction and crime & thrillers with
authors including Fiona Barton, C.L. Taylor, Gail
Honeyman and C.J. Tudor. www.mmla.co.uk
JOANNA MOULT

Literary Agent, Skylark Literary Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One
Appointments.

Please send a cover letter and first chapter.
Alysoun is the Editor of the Writers’ & Artists’
Yearbook and the Children’s Writers’ & Artists’
Yearbook, the best-selling guides to getting
published. She has worked in publishing for
over 25 years and regularly shares her wealth
of experience of working with authors and of
publishing books in print and digitally at literary
events and festivals.
www.writersandartists.co.uk
DAVID OWEN

Author
David achieved First Class honours
in BA Creative Writing and MA
Writing for Children at The
University of Winchester, where he
went on to teach on the BA Creative Writing
course for three years. David’s debut YA novel,
Panther, was published by Corsair (Little, Brown)
in May 2015 to rave reviews, and was longlisted
for the Carnegie medal. His second YA book, The
Fallen Children, was published by Atom in May
2017. www.davidowenbooks.com.
SCOTT PACK

Please send cover letter, one-page
synopsis and first 3000 words of the manuscript.

Publisher
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.

Joanna is looking for first-reader (7+) books
up to top end YA/crossover fiction. No picture
books, please.

Please send a short cover letter,
synopsis and a 1000 word sample of

Joanna is co-founder of Skylark Literary Ltd,
a specialist children’s and YA literary agency.
Previously she was Editorial Director for
Children’s Fiction at Mulcahy Conway Associates,
discovering and nurturing new talent. Joanna
began her publishing career at Hodder
Children’s Books, where she edited authors
such as Cressida Cowell and Kes Gray. She then
moved to become Senior Commissioning Editor
at Simon & Schuster, managing the children’s
fiction list and editing Sophie McKenzie among
other talented authors.
www.skylark-literary.com
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your book.

Scott is looking for fiction and non-fiction
that excites and inspires from authors who
understand crowdfunding and believe they can
tap into a network of supporters to help make
their book a reality. Not interested in children’s
books.
Scott is associate editor at Unbound, the world’s
first crowdfunding platform for books. He is
also the co-founder of Abandoned Bookshop,
a digital imprint that reissues out-of-print
titles as ebooks. During his two decades in the
book world he has worked in retail, as head of
buying at Waterstones, and at several publishers,
including a lengthy spell at HarperCollins.
www.unbound.co.uk
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PENTANGLE PRESS

Self-publishing Co-operative
Christine Hammacott writes
suspense novels. She has worked
in publishing, creating book jackets
and now runs her own design
consultancy. Chris is Pentangle Press’ graphic
designer and is responsible for book lay-out,
cover designs, websites and promotional
material. www.christinehammacott.com
Carol Westron writes crime novels. She is
Pentangle Press’ copy-editor. She is a reviewer
for Mystery People and The British Library’s
Crime Classics. She moderates The Deadly
Dames crime writers’ panel, which has appeared
at several international conferences.
Wendy Metcalfe is a Science Fiction writer and
Pentangle Press’ line editor. She is a creative
writing teacher and chairman of Havant Writers
Circle. She was a panellist at Loncon 3, World
Science Fiction Convention, and a workshop
leader at Havant Literary Festival.
JACK RAMM

Literary Agent, Eve White Literary Agency
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please send a cover letter, synopsis
and first chapter.
Looking for literary fiction and very smart,
unusual and extremely well-written genre
writing. Not interested in high fantasy, children’s
or YA.
Following a degree in American Literature and
Creative Writing at the UEA, Jack began working
at the Eve White Literary Agency in 2011. He has
been building his own list, focused on literary
fiction and non-fiction, since 2015.
www.evewhite.co.uk
LAETITIA RUTHERFORD

Literary Agent, Watson, Little Ltd
Friday One-to-One Appointments.

Laetitia Rutherford, of long-standing
independent agency Watson, Little, represents
a commercial yet eclectic list of fiction and nonfiction. Her fiction interests tend to be either
literary or in the crime/thriller genre. Her authors
include the Edgar and Macavity Award-winning,
bestselling suspense novelist Alex Marwood;
Jenny Blackhurst, whose debut How I Lost You
was in the UK’s Top 10 bestselling e-books of
2015 and has sold over 250,000 copies; and
multi-award-winning, ‘Granta Best of Young
British Novelists’ Evie Wyld.
www.watsonlittle.com
WILLIAM RYAN

Author
William Ryan’s Captain Korolev
novels -The Holy Thief, The Bloody
Meadow and The Twelfth Department
- are set in 1930s Russia while his
most recent novel, The Constant Soldier is set in
Nazi Germany towards the end of World War
Two. They have been shortlisted for a Crime
Writer’s Association New Blood Dagger and
Historical Dagger, a Barry Award, The Irish Fiction
Award and The Theakstons Old Peculiar Crime
Novel of the Year, as well as three times for the
Irish Crime Novel of The Year. The Constant Soldier
was described as ‘a modern classic by a master
storyteller’ in The Lancashire Evening Post. William
teaches on City University’s Crime Thriller MA
course. www.william-ryan.com
SARA SARRÉ

Editor, bluepencilagency
Sara Sarré founded
bluepencilagency in 2015.
Specialising in character
development, plot and structure
she has a track record for getting writers to a
publishable standard and finding agents. Her
short stories have been published, broadcast
and shortlisted but editing is her passion.
www.bluepencilagency.com

Please submit a cover letter,
opening ten pages, and synopsis.
Interested in literary fiction, crime, thriller,
suspense and high concept. Not interested in
children’s, YA or sci-fi.

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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JENNY SAVILL

LEMN SISSAY

Literary Agent, Andrew Nurnberg
Associates Ltd
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.

Keynote Speaker

Please send cover letter, synopsis
and first chapter. Looking for beautifully written
children’s 7+, middle grade, YA - contemporary/
fantasy/historical fiction; adult literary and
commercial fiction; women’s fiction; domestic
noir/psychological thrillers; speculative fiction
eg ghost stories, alternative histories, ‘what
ifs’; nature writing and memoir with a strong
hook and clear narrative arc. NOT looking for
adult high fantasy - eg other worlds, made up
languages, orcs - anything Tolkien-like; adult SF;
erotica; picture books; anything for under 7’s
and poetry.
Jenny is senior literary agent for the UK and US
at Andrew Nurnberg Associates, representing
authors of contemporary fiction, historical
fiction, non-fiction and memoir. In addition to
building a highly-respected roster of children’s
and YA authors, Jenny also represents a growing
number of bestselling women’s literary and
commercial fiction writers. Jenny is all about
developing an author’s career, and several of
her authors have written in more than one
genre, or made the leap from YA to MG or adult
fiction. A regular speaker at festivals and on
university creative writing courses, Jenny is on
the look-out for new, compelling voices and
confident storytelling. She has a penchant for
the speculative and genre-bending novel, for
wit, emotional incisiveness, observational skill,
and the ability to move and engage the reader.
www.andrewnurnberg.com
CHLOE SEAGER

Literary Agent, Diane Banks Associates
Friday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first chapter. Looking
for children’s and YA.
Chloe is the Children’s/YA agent at Diane Banks
Associates, where she is building a brand new
list for ages 4 and up. Before that, she worked
in publishing in publicity, and before that she
studied English Literature and Drama at the
University of East Anglia. Chloe’s own debut
YA novel, Editing Emma, will be out from HQ
(HarperCollins) in August 2017.
www.dianebanks.co.uk
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Lemn is first and foremost a
poet, whose published work
encompasses his latest collection
Gold from the Stone along with
numerous articles, records, broadcasts, public
art, commissions and plays.
As well as a passionate advocate for care
leavers, Lemn is associate artist at Southbank
Centre, patron of The Letterbox Club and The
Reader Organisation, ambassador for The
Children’s Reading Fund, trustee of Forward
Arts Foundation and inaugural trustee of World
Book Night. His Landmark Poems are installed
throughout Manchester and London and his
award-winning play Something Dark has been
performed throughout the world. Recent
broadcasts include Lemn Sissay’s Origin Stories on
BBC Radio Four.
REBECCA SMITH

Author
Rebecca Smith’s most recent book
is The Jane Austen Writers’ Club:
Inspiration and Advice from the World’s
Best-Loved Novelist (Bloomsbury, 2016). She is
the author of three novels: The Bluebird Café,
Happy Birthday and All That and A Bit of Earth (all
Bloomsbury) and Jane Austen’s Guide to Modern
Life’s Dilemmas. From 2009-2010 she was the
Writer in Residence at Jane Austen’s House
Museum in Chawton. She teaches creative
writing at The University of Southampton.
DEBBIE TAYLOR

Editorial Director, Mslexia
Debbie Taylor is the founder and
Editorial Director of Mslexia. She
has written for Oxfam, UNICEF,
Anti-Slavery, WHO and others about
women and social issues. Her books include My
Children, My Gold (Virago), a travelogue about
single mothers, and The Fourth Queen (Penguin)
a novel set in a harem in 18th Century Morocco.
Her latest novel Herring Girl (One World), a
paranormal historical murder mystery, is
out now.
About Mslexia
Mslexia is the best-selling literary magazine
in the UK. It combines expert advice and
information about writing with mind-expanding
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fiction and poetry, plus 12 pages of literary
listings, including 70 writing competitions
and awards and 50 magazines and publishers
on the lookout for new voices. Read by
established authors and absolute beginners, it’s
a masterclass in the business and psychology of
writing. www.mslexia.co.uk
BARRY TIMMS

Editorial Director, Little Tiger Press
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit one full manuscript
only for feedback on picture books
or novelty books, plus covering letter.
Looking for picture book texts that are fresh and
funny, inventive, or emotionally authentic. Will
also advise on novelty book ideas. Happy to look
at rhyming picture book texts but cannot advise
on collections of poetry.
Barry is Editorial Director of Little Tiger Press, an
independent publishing house specialising in
award-winning, best-selling picture books and
novelty books for children. He has previously
worked on non-fiction and young fiction.
www.littletigerpress.com
FELICITY TREW

Literary Agent, Caroline Sheldon
Literary Agency
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first three chapters.
Felicity is open to every sort of work including
adult and children’s books. Dream projects to
arrive on her desk for the adult market would
be: a stunning psychological thriller à la Gone
Girl, a gripping historical romance in the vein
of The Tea Planter’s Wife and a heartfelt, pageturning saga. For her children’s list, she is looking
for a bold UK teen voice to rival the likes of
John Green and Holly Smale, an accessible,
well-plotted (and don’t hold back on the funny!)
middle grade book and a picture book classic
of the future à la The Tiger Who Came to Tea. Not
interested in hard line/academic non-fiction.
Felicity is keenly building up a list of
extraordinary children’s and adult writers
and striking illustrators. Among the many
talented clients she already represents are Joan
Hessayon, award-winner Brigid Coady, debut

saga writer Rosie Hendry, CLPE award-winning
poet Joseph Coelho and bestselling children’s
author Paula Harrison. Felicity is always on the
lookout for stories she just can’t live without.
www.carolinesheldon.co.uk
JULIAN UNTHANK

Screenwriter
Julian’s screen credits include ITV’S
Doc Martin, BBC’s New Tricks, Robin
Hood and The Bill, feature film Sword
of Vengeance and the multi-awardwinning, Oscar shortlisted short film Love at
First Sight. Based in southern England, Julian
graduated from Bournemouth’s Institute of Art
and regularly guest lectures at film and writing
festivals and at many of the South’s universities
and colleges.
JUDY WAITE

Author
Judy is an award-winning author
of over forty titles, and a Senior
Lecturer in Creative Writing at the
University of Winchester. She also
regularly works in schools, writing groups and
residencies exploring creativity and creative
practice. www.judywaite.com
SARAH WILLIAMS

Literary Agent, Sophie Hicks Agency
Friday and Saturday One-to-One
Appointments.
Please submit a one-page cover
letter, one-page synopsis and the first chapter.
Looking for literary and commercial fiction,
thrillers, crime, psychological suspense, memoir,
nature and travel writing, popular science and
YA. Not looking for science fiction, fantasy,
children’s and middle grade fiction.
Sarah began her agenting career in 2010 at
Ed Victor Ltd before joining the Sophie Hicks
Agency in 2014. She represents a wide range
of fiction and non-fiction authors: literary and
commercial novelists, food and lifestyle authors,
memoir and humour writers and journalists.
Sarah was named a Rising Star by The Bookseller
in 2016 and also runs the film and television
side of the agency. She is on the faculty of the
Columbia University Publishing Course at Oxford
University. www.sophiehicksagency.com
www.writersfestival.co.uk
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JO WILLIAMSON

Literary Agent, Antony Harwood Limited
Literary Agency
Saturday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter, onepage synopsis and the first chapter. Jo mainly
focuses on Middle Grade and YA, but will accept
picture books as well.
Jo Williamson has worked with Antony Harwood
as a children’s agent for 8 years. Before this,
she worked in children’s publishing PR at DK,
HarperCollins and Orion for 12 years. She loves
finding new talent and working closely with
her clients to build their long term career. She
represents all genres from picture books to YA
but her main focus is on MG upwards in terms
of age range. www.antonyharwood.com
BRYONY WOODS

Literary Agent, Diamond Kahn & Woods
Literary Agency
Friday One-to-One Appointments.
Please submit a cover letter,
synopsis and first 1500 words of manuscript.
Looking for children’s fiction (from age 6+),
YA, literary and commercial adult fiction and
narrative non-fiction. Not interested in picture
books, crime, lifestyle non-fiction or erotica.
Before co-founding DKW, Bryony spent several
years working in other literary agencies,
bookshops and libraries. She works with top
publishers in the UK and abroad. She represents
an eclectic mix of talented writers, and loves
everything from quirky children’s fiction through
to YA, adult fiction and non-fiction. Bryony was
selected by The Bookseller as one of their Rising
Stars 2013, and was a winner of the London
Book Fair Trailblazer Awards 2016 and the Young
Stationers’ Prize 2016.
www.dkwlitagency.co.uk
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FESTIVAL PACKAGES
All packages include lunch and all-day
coffee and tea, with biscuit and cake
breaks. Dinner booked separately.
Accommodation is not included, but can
be purchased separately.
Full three-day
weekend

Includes four one-toone appointments

£450

Friday and
Saturday

Includes four one-toone appointments

£380

Saturday and
Sunday

Includes two one-toone appointments

£295

Friday
Day

Includes two one-toone appointments

£195

Saturday
Day

Includes two one-toone appointments

£230

Sunday
Day

No one-to-ones
on Sunday

£110

Accommodation available on campus in
basic single student rooms.

FESTIVAL
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME
10 free three-day weekend places available
to young writers aged 18-25. Deadline for
applications: 7 April 2017.

FESTIVAL BURSARY
£50 bursaries for writers experiencing financial
difficulty. Deadline for applications:
14 April 2017.
For full details of the Festival Scholarship
and Festival Bursary, visit the Scholarship
and Bursary page of our website:
www.writersfestival.co.uk

KEY DATES – 2017
APRIL 7

Deadline for Festival
Scholarship applications for
18-25 year-olds.

APRIL 14

Deadline for Bursary
applications.

En Suite

West Downs

£40
Per night

MAY 15

Deadline for all Writing
Competitions (5:00 pm).

Standard

West Downs
or Beech
Glade

£35
Per night

MAY 24

Deadline to submit work for
one-to-one appointments.
If you book your one-to-one
appointment after this date,
you will need to bring a copy
of your submissions with you.
Your submission will not be
previewed by the speaker
before your appointment.

MAY 26

Deadline for 80% refund
of Festival fee if booking
cancelled. No refunds after this
point. Full terms and conditions
on the website.

JUNE 9

Deadline for registrations for
the Winchester Writers’ Festival.

(shared bathroom)

How to book for the Festival
To book, please go to
www.writersfestival.co.uk and click on
the link for FESTIVAL REGISTRATION.
Please book early to secure a place.
One-to-one appointments fill quickly.
For Booking and Full Terms and
Conditions go to the Festival page of
www.writersfestival.co.uk

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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WRITING COMPETITIONS
The Winchester Writers’ Festival offers
diverse opportunities for emerging
writers via its ten writing competitions.
Writers do not need to attend the Festival in
order to enter. The deadline for submissions is
5:00 pm Monday 15 May 2017. A shortlist of top
entries will be posted at the Festival at 10:00
on Saturday, 17 June in the Stripe Building and
shortly afterwards on our website. First, second
and third place winners are announced at 18:30
on the same day in the Terrace Bar Lounge,
University Centre, University of Winchester.
In addition to their prizes, first place winners will
be published in the festival anthology: The Best
of 2017.
For information on how to enter and a full list
of entry conditions and rules please visit the
Competitions page of our website:
www.writersfestival.co.uk
Please note: new in 2017 – all competition
entries, except for Young Writers’ Competition,
must be entered online. No hard copies will
be accepted.

POETRY
Entrants are invited to submit poems on any
subject up to a maximum of 40 lines for each
entry. Single spaced.

1st prize

£125

2nd prize

£75

3rd prize

£50

Judge: Joan McGavin, Poet and Lecturer
Sponsor: The Southern Daily Echo
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MEMOIR
Entrants are invited to submit a memoir of up
to 2500 words. This may be a self-contained
piece, or it may be the first chapter of a fulllength memoir.
Entrants are reminded that memoir is not the
same as fact-based autobiography. Memoir
emphasises story. It is subjective, distinctive
and usually focuses on a specific theme or series
of memories or even a single event in order to
engage the reader and illuminate an aspect
of ourselves.

1st prize

A place at one of the Writers’ &
Artists’ ‘How to Hook an Agent’
lunches (value £175). Full details at
www.writersandartists.co.uk/events

2nd prize

A copy of either the 2017 Writers’
& Artists’ Yearbook or the 2017
Children’s Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook
plus two other writing advice
books selected from: www.
writersandartists.co.uk/store/
writersandartistscompanions

3rd prize

A copy of the 2017 Writers’ & Artists’
Yearbook or the 2017 Children’s
Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook

Judge: Paul Dodgson
Sponsor: Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook
The Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook, updated and
published annually by Bloomsbury, is the
perfect guide to all aspects of the media and
publishing worlds. It gives invaluable advice on
how to prepare a submission and which agents
and publishers to approach. Essential reading
for all writers of journalism, fiction, non-fiction,
poetry and screenplays.
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WRITING FOR CHILDREN
– PICTURE BOOK COMPETITION

CHILDREN’S FUNNY FICTION
COMPETITION

For readers aged 3-6. Entrants are invited to
submit a text of no more than 600 words in
prose or verse for children aged 3-6. Only ONE
entry per person allowed. Written feedback is
not offered for this competition.

For readers aged 8-12. Entrants are invited
to submit the opening chapter or section
(maximum 1000 words) of a humorous work
for children and a one-page synopsis of the
remainder. Written feedback is not offered for
this competition.

1st prize

Editorial meeting with Little
Tiger to discuss the winning
submission, either in their
offices in London or via
telephone (travel not provided)

2nd prize

1st prize

Book prizes and constructive
written feedback

Editorial meeting with Stripes
Publishing to discuss the
winning submission, either in
their offices in London or via
telephone (travel not provided)

2nd prize

3rd prize

Book prizes and constructive
written feedback

Book prizes and constructive
written feedback

3rd prize

Highly
Commended

Constructive written feedback

Book prizes and constructive
written feedback

Highly
Commended

Constructive written feedback

Judge: Editorial Department, Little Tiger Press
Sponsor: Little Tiger Press Group

WRITING CAN BE MURDER
Entrants are invited to submit the first 1000
words of a short story or novel with a murder
thriller theme.

1st prize

Books to the value of £60

2nd prize

Books to the value of £40

3rd prize

Books to the value of £20

Judge: Simon Hall, Author
Sponsor: P&G Wells Ltd., Booksellers

Judge: Editorial Department, Stripes Publishing
Sponsor: Little Tiger Press Group

FIRST THREE PAGES OF A NOVEL
Entrants are invited to send the first three pages
(12 pt. double-spaced) of their novel plus a 600
word max. synopsis. Any theme or period.

1st prize

Editorial meeting with Little,
Brown to discuss the winning
submission, either in their offices
in London or via telephone
(travel not provided).

2nd prize

Books to the value of £70

3rd prize

Books to the value of £30

Judge: Anna Boatman, Little, Brown Book Group
Sponsor: Little, Brown
Book Group

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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SKYLARK SOARING STORIES
COMPETITION
Sponsored by Skylark Literary for writers of
middle grade and young adult fiction. Skylark
are looking for an instantly intriguing concept
coupled with a remarkable writing voice.
Entrants are invited to submit the first 2000
words of a work of fiction for readers aged 8-12
OR 12+. Please specify the audience you are
writing for and include a one-page synopsis of
your story. Please give the word-count of the
finished novel if complete. 12 pt, double-spaced,
not previously published. Written feedback is
not offered for this competition.

1st prize

2nd prize

One-to-one consultation with a
literary agent at Skylark Literary
Agency on story development
(based on the sample and
synopsis entered) of at least
one hour - either in person if
the winner can travel easily to
London or over the phone if not plus £75 towards travel expenses
(or to be kept by the winner if
they don’t need to travel).
One-to-one telephone
consultation on sample and
synopsis of 30 minutes, plus £50.

3rd prize

One-to-one telephone
consultation on sample and
synopsis of 20 minutes, plus £25.

Three
runners-up

One or two paragraphs of written
feedback on their sample and
synopsis.

Judge and Sponsor: Skylark Literary Agency.

FLASH FICTION COMPETITION
A flash fiction is a short, short story which does
much more than its size would suggest. It shows
a glimpse which implies a larger story, and every
word works its hardest to bring meaning, plot,
character and theme alive. In 500 words, send
us a flash fiction which will intrigue, excite and
entertain, and which will linger in the mind long
after reading.

1st prize

Writing Magazine Mini critique
service and publication in Writing
Magazine October Competition
Supplement

2nd prize Writing Magazine one-year
subscription

3rd prize

Writing Magazine one-year
subscription

Judge: Susie Wild, Publishing Editor at
Parthian Books
Sponsor: Writing Magazine

SHORT STORIES
Entrants are invited to submit quality short
stories on any subject, theme or period (no
children’s stories). Length 1500 to 3000 words
for each entry. Each entry must be a complete
story. Entries will be judged on their originality
and excellent story-telling qualities.

1st prize

Telephone consultation with
Janklow & Nesbit to receive a
detailed editorial report on the
winning entry.

2nd prize

Book prizes

3rd prize

Book prizes

Judge: The Chandlers Ford Writers
Sponsor: Janklow & Nesbit
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YOUNG WRITERS’ COMPETITION
This year’s theme is ‘Planet Earth’. Entrants are
invited to send prose (no more than one page)
or a poem (of no more than 30 lines) about our
planet. Use your imagination and experiment
with words, using sound, shape and meaning to
create something new. Please print out entry
form from our website and post to: Young
Writers’ Competition, Winchester Writers’ Festival,
University of Winchester, Sparkford Road,
Winchester SO22 4NR.
Two Categories: School Years 1–6 and School
Years 7-11.
Each of the categories offers prizes of Book
Tokens for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners,
tickets to Marwell Wildlife and a framed
certificate. Prizes will be awarded at an awards
tea on Sunday, 25 June 2017 at the University
of Winchester.
Judge: Isabel Rogers, Hampshire Poet 2016/17
Sponsors: The University of Winchester and
Marwell Wildlife

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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ABOUT WINCHESTER
Winchester is one of the most beautiful
cathedral cities in the country. For
centuries it was the capital of Saxon and
Norman Kings of England and was the
centre of King Alfred’s Wessex. Its past
is preserved in its famous monuments;
The Great Hall, housing what is
traditionally known as the Round Table
of King Arthur, Winchester College;
St Cross and its medieval hospital; the
city’s West Gate and, pre-eminently, the
cathedral where the famous Winchester
illuminated Bible is displayed in
the Library.
For information on places of interest,
accommodation or restaurants and pubs, please
go to www.visitwinchester.co.uk

CONTACT
Festival Director:
Judith Heneghan
The University of Winchester,
Winchester, Hampshire,
SO22 4NR
Email:
Judith.Heneghan@winchester.ac.uk
Telephone: 01962 827238
www.writersfestival.co.uk
Events Manager:
Sara Okaya Gangai
Email: Sara.Gangai@winchester.ac.uk
Telephone: 01962 826367
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How to book for the Festival
To book, please go to www.
writersfestival.co.uk and click on the link
for FESTIVAL REGISTRATION. Please book
early to secure a place. One-to-one
appointments fill quickly.
For Booking and Full Terms and
Conditions go to the Festival page of
www.writersfestival.co.uk
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my favourite women’s
magazine
Wendy Cope
a space for the raising
of voices and the
sharing of ideas
Sarah Waters
diverse and brilliant
Fay Weldon

‘I once dreamed a whole
short story. Wrapped in its
peculiar atmosphere, as if
draped in clouds, I walked
entranced to my desk’

the magazine
for women

who write

Hilary Mantel

Subscribe from as little as £24.75 and discover
what’s new in creativity and publishing, expert
advice and inspiration, extraordinary poetry
and prose, plus email supplement with jobs,
competitions, writing prompts, news and fun

www.mslexia.co.uk/subscribe
postbag@mslexia.co.uk
0191 204 8860

8

reasons to
subscribe

Expert voices
Our contributors’ list reads like a Who’s Who of women’s literature.
Authors, literary agents and editors pass on advice and experience.

‘Invaluable – one of the main reasons I subscribe to Mslexia’*

Submissions welcome
There are 14 ways to submit – including poetry, flash fiction, journalism,
script – but our most popular slots are reserved for subscribers only.
Many women have been published for the first time in Mslexia.

‘I love the mix of super well-known women and unknowns’

Amazing writing
The best new voices in fiction, poetry and non-fiction appear in
Mslexia. Immerse yourself in the kinds of work editors and agents are
looking for.

‘the standard is incredibly high – I have cried many times over
the poems and stories’

Banishing blocks
Lack of time and confidence are issues for many women writers. Mslexia
looks at ways of outwitting the gremlins that undermine your muse.

‘really insightful material rarely seen elsewhere’

Opportunity knocks
Every issue includes 55 writing competitions and 70 magazines and
publishers on the lookout for fresh voices.

‘brilliant information – a one-stop shop of opportunities’

Monthly updates
Your subscription buys a collectable quarterly magazine plus the regular
email Little Ms: a smorgasbord of jobs, competitions, news, debates,
offers and fun.

‘I love little ms – it’s so… perky’

Food for thought
Can creativity be taught? Are there too many literary prizes? Why do
women hesitate to submit their work? Issues that matter explored by
people who know what they're talking about.

‘Mslexia is happy to confront important and difficult issues’

The Mslexia tribe
A subscription is your passport to a dynamic tribe of women attending
groups, sending out submissions, hosting salons, writing blogs,
publishing anthologies, posting reviews… What do you want to do?

‘keeps me in touch with fellow writers and helps me feel that I'm
normal’
www.writersfestival.co.uk 35
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TAKE YOUR WRITING
TO THE NEXT LEVEL
with the world’s BEST writing magazine

SELLING
THE UK’S BEST

ZINE
WRITING MAGA

FEBRUARY 2017

TURE
NEW YEAR, NEW ADVEN

START
FRESH
Build your confidence.
Fix your bad habits.
!
Make 2017 YOUR year

E L IF

SH A FA K

s
Writing across boundarie

24

INCLUDING

WRITING
COMPS TO
ENTER

£4.10

02
9 770964 916259

OF
20 PACKED PAGES
g prizes
• WIN £63,980 in writin
published
• Opportunities to get more…
• Insider know-how and
20/12/2016 11:06

p001_wmagFebUSE.indd

1

Everything you need to
become a better writer...
• Practical advice and inspirational ideas
• Opportunities to see your writing published
• Exclusive interviews with authors of all levels,
from beginners to bestsellers
• FREE Entry to 15 exclusive subscriber-only
competitions
• PLUS, promote your book FREE on our
online showcase

SPECIAL OFFER!

HALF PRICE
FOR YOUR
FIRST YEAR
SAVE UP TO

£24

Offer ends 31 July 2017

VISIT http://writ.rs/wmwinchester17
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GET THE
FEEDBACK
YO U R
WRITING
DESERVES.

LIVERPOOL ST | BAKER ST | HOLBORN
LondonWritersCafe.co.uk

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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Writers, Keep up your Writing Momentum
Continue to Improve your Writing Skills
Join the Hampshire Writers’ Society
Meet with other writers over a glass of wine on the second
Tuesday of every month, 7 for 7:30 pm in the Stripe
Theatre, University of Winchester. Except July and August.
Listen and learn from our speakers who have included
Lady Antonia Fraser, biographer, Barry Cunningham,
Director, Chicken House Publishing, Madeleine Milburn,
Literary Agent, Beverley Birch, children’s author and
editor and Simon Brett, renowned crime fiction author.
At our May 9th meeting, enjoy best selling author
Margaret Graham as she explains Structure as ‘the
bones’ of the novel. In June 13 we hope to welcome Alan
Titchmarsh, gardener, television presenter and author of
more than 30 books. On 12 September 12th, we welcome
internationally famous novelist, Margaret Drabble.

Join the Critique Group on the campus on the third
Tuesday of every month to discuss your writing project
in a friendly supportive environment. Display, sell and
sign your books at our Book Fair during our June GALA
Meeting.
Annual Membership £30. Visitors £5. Students free.
Disabled access and free parking behind The Stripe.
Join at our next meeting or
email to: membership.hws@hotmail.com
Contact: Barbara Large MBE
Email: b.a.large@gmail.com
Telephone: 01962 712307
www.hampshirewriterssociety.co.uk

The Hilary Johnson
Authors’ Advisory Service

A proven reading/criticism service for novelists, writers of short stories and
children’s books, also for authors of full-length non-fiction. Specialist advice
available for science fiction/fantasy, radio/TV/film scripts and poetry.
Copy-editing and ‘tidying’ of typescripts for those intending to self-publish.
I am a scout for a leading literary agent
For full details of the many successful authors I have advised, visit my website:
www.hilaryjohnson.com
‘Hilary’s insightful, pertinent advice gives the new writer the
best possible chance in an increasingly difficult market.’
Katie Fforde

Tel: 01553 676611
Email: hilary@hilaryjohnson.com

www.writersfestival.co.uk
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Inspire your creativity

study at Winchester
Our well-established
Creative Writing
courses at Winchester
enhance your skills as an
evolving writer at your
own pace and in your
own way. We combine
an understanding of
contemporary writing
with a focus on craft that
allows you to develop
your work in the context
of the publishing world.

You are encouraged to develop new creative work; experiment with forms,
audiences and voices; and actively participate in workshops to advance your
writing. You will be guided by academic staff who are professional novelists,
scriptwriters, poets and writers of creative non-fiction, as well as cultural
critics and playwrights. They are supported by a vibrant programme of guest
speakers including published writers, editors and literary agents.
Published graduates include Claire Fuller, David Owen, Sarah Lean,
Rebecca Alexander, Harry Gallon and Ally Sherrick.
Our Creative Writing courses include:
BA Creative Writing

MA Creative and Critical Writing

BA Creative and Professional Writing

MA Writing for Children
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